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Color photograph of Luther Hartwell Hodges,
1961. Image from the North Carolina Museum of
History.  [4]Luther Hartwell Hodges, businessman, lieutenant governor, governor,
secretary of commerce, and civic leader, was born at Cascade, Pittsylvania County, Va., the son of John James and
Lovicia Gammon Hodges. They moved to North Carolina soon after his birth.

Luther Hodges, who attained success in business, who altered the direction of a state, who influenced presidents, and
who traveled the world preaching "service above self," began his life as the next to youngest of nine children of a tenant
farmer. At age twelve he went to work as an office boy in a textile mill [5] in Spray. Later he worked his way through The
University of North Carolina [6], where he was president of the Student Council and of his senior class. Upon graduation in
1919, Hodges accepted a job as secretary to the general manager of the Marshall Field and Company mills in the
Leaksville-Spray (now Eden) area. He rose rapidly in the company—as personnel manager, production manager, general
manager for all Marshall Field mills, and vice-president. Throughout his business career, he was involved in various civic
affairs, including the YMCA [7] and Rotary Club, and in politics by working in the election campaigns of others.

In North Carolina during this period, Hodges served as a member of the State Board of Education [8] and the State
Highway and Public Works Commission. In 1944, while living in New York, he volunteered for service with the federal
government and was made price administrator of the textile division of the Office of Price Administration. He later served
briefly as a consultant to the secretary of agriculture, and as textile consultant for the U.S. Army in Germany.

After his retirement from Marshall Field in 1950, Hodges became chief of the industry division of the Economic
Cooperation Administration in West Germany. In 1951 he was a consultant for the State Department on the International
Management Conference, a top-level technical assistance program for European business corporations. Throughout his
career to this point, Hodges had practiced a theory of his that businessmen should be involved in government.

Upon returning to North Carolina, Hodges in 1952 became a candidate for the Democratic [9]nomination for lieutenant
governor. Although virtually unknown in many areas of the state, he conducted a vigorous grassroots campaign against
more established politicians and led the field in the primary. No runoff was called and Hodges was elected lieutenant
governor in the fall. He was sworn in during the inauguration ceremonies of Governor William B. Umstead [10] in January
1953.
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Photograph of Luther H. Hodges with
President John F. Kennedy. Image
from the North Carolina Museum of
History.  [11]Hodges became governor when Umstead died in November 1954. In the six
years that followed, Governor Hodges literally charted a new course for North Carolina. He utilized his experience in
business to develop new approaches to the problems of the state, particularly that relating to needs for jobs. His
industrialization program was the hallmark for the South. He led trade missions at home and abroad, created a system of
community colleges [12] to provide needed training and education, supported the state's first minimum wage law, and
conceived the Research Triangle Park [13], which he called "the heart and the hope of North Carolina's industrial future."

He sought to bring business management to government, creating a Department of Administration to coordinate fiscal and
planning operations. In education Hodges was able to increase appropriations, initiate a grass-roots campaign to gain
public support for schools, and set a moderate course for school desegregation, and he sponsored a board of higher
education to coordinate the state's college and university system. He was instrumental in court improvement and in prison
rehabilitation programs, including work release.

His leadership ability was recognized throughout the state, the South, and the nation. In 1956, when he ran for his own
four-year term, Hodges carried every county. He served as chairman of the Southern Governors' Conference and of the
Southern Regional Education Board. At the end of his term, Governor Hodges was selected by then President-elect John
F. Kennedy [14] to be his secretary of commerce.

In his four years as commerce secretary under presidents Kennedy and Lyndon B. Johnson [15], Hodges breathed new life
into the Department of Commerce and into American business. He reorganized the department, created an Area
Development Administration to help depressed areas, and was instrumental in the passage and implementation of the
Trade Expansion Act. He worked for greater international trade and tourism. And he was the nation's chief spokesman for

free enterprise and business ethics in the period.

Governor Luther Hodges and his wife
Martha Blakeney Hodges in the
Governor's Mansion. Image from the
North Carolina Museum of History.  [16]

After his term as secretary of commerce, Hodges returned to Chapel Hill but not to retire. He went to work for the North
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Carolina Research Triangle Foundation at a salary of one dollar a year paid quarterly and continued to work for the sound
economic development of the state. He lectured in the School of Business Administration at the university in Chapel Hill.
In 1967, he became president of Rotary International [17] and for the next year traveled around the nation and the world for
Rotary.

While governor, Luther Hodges asked that no buildings or bridges or monuments be named for him. His memory needs
no such reminders. Hodges was in a sense a spirit of ethics, hard work, dedication, and success. He touched many things
in his life, and all he left better than he found them. His monument is the record of service he gave to the state and to the
nation.

In 1922 Hodges married Martha Blakeney [3] of Union County [18], and they became the parents of two daughters, Betsy
and Nancy, and a son, Luther, Jr. Mrs. Hodges died in 1969 after a fire in their Chapel Hill home. The following year
Hodges married Mrs. Louise Finlayson, who survived him. He was buried in Eden.
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