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26 Mar. 1883–9 Oct. 1947

An image of Hiram Tyram Hunter
published in 1930. Image from the
Internet Archive.  [3]Hiram Tyram Hunter, educator and college president, was born at Mars Hill, the
son of James Hardy and Martha Carolina Bradley Hunter. After attending elementary and secondary schools in Mars Hill,
he was graduated from Mars Hill College [4] high school division in 1908. In 1912 he received the B.A. degree from Wake
Forest College [5].

Hunter served as president of Southside Institute, Chase City, Va. (1912–14); headed the Department of English at
Woman's College (now Westhampton College of the University of Richmond), Richmond, Va. (1914–16); and did
graduate study at Teachers College, Columbia University, New York City (1916–17), where he earned the M.A. degree in
1917. From 1917 to 1919 he was associate professor of education and head of the department of education at Southern
Methodist University, Dallas, Tex. The following year he was professor of education at Baylor University, Waco, Tex. In
the early summer of 1920 he went to Wake Forest College to direct its summer school and serve as professor of
education.

After receiving the master of education degree from Harvard University in June 1922, he spent the summer as assistant
dean of Harvard's Graduate School of Education and in the fall returned to Wake Forest for one year. In 1923 Hunter
became president of Western Carolina Teachers College (now Western Carolina University [6]), Cullowhee, serving until
his death twenty-four years later.

An aggressive advocate of improved training for public school teachers, Hunter designed a program emphasizing the
liberal arts as the basis of professional education. He was a member of the National Education Association, the American
Association of School Administrators, and the North Carolina Education Association. While at Harvard, he was initiated
into Phi Delta Kappa. In 1942 Wake Forest College awarded him the honorary degree of doctor of education.

Hunter was an active Baptist [7]layman and a member of the Cullowhee Church. He was a charter member of the Rotary
Club of Sylva, onetime president, and governor of District 190 of Rotary International (1941–42). He died at his home in
Cullowhee at age sixty-four and was buried in the Cullowhee Cemetery.
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