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by Grady L. E. Carroll, 1988

11 Nov. 1896–15 Nov. 1964

Gerald Ray Jordan, Methodist clergyman, professor, and author, was born in Kinston. He was graduated from Trinity
College [2] (now Duke University) with highest honors and received the B.D. degree from Emory University and the M.A.
degree from Yale University. From 1921 to 1945 he served churches in Black Mountain, Asheville [3], Greensboro [4],
Charlotte [5], High Point [6], and Winston-Salem [7]. In 1945 Jordan became professor of homiletics and chapel preacher at
the Candler School of Theology [8] in Emory University, Atlanta, Ga. His teaching and his publications were recognized in
1960 when he was named Charles Howard Candler Professor in the School of Theology.

Jordan was an inveterate traveler, revival preacher, lecturer on college campuses, preacher to university groups, and
prolific author. Among his books were We Face Calvary and Life, Beyond Despair, Prayer That Prevails, Religion That Is
Eternal, You Can Preach [9], Preaching during a Revolution, and Life-Giving Words. His works were essentially devotional
and inspirational in character, often reflecting a sensitivity to the relevance of the gospel to contemporary social issues.

In May 1939 he was a delegate to the Uniting Conference of the Methodist church in Kansas City, Mo. He was a delegate
to the General Conference of 1938, 1940, 1944, 1948, and 1952, and a delegate to the Southeastern Jurisdictional
Conference in 1940, 1944, 1948, 1952, and 1960. Jordan served on the board of trustees of High Point College [10] and as
a trustee of Scarritt College [11] in Nashville, Tenn. For ten years he was a member of the General Board of Education and
served on the Peace Commission. He was a keen student of Christian missions, an advocate of evangelism, and a
pioneer in the use of television in the teaching of preaching. He received the honorary degrees of doctor of divinity from
Duke University [12] and Litt.D. from Lincoln Memorial University [13].

On 7 March 1922 Jordan married Caroline Moody, and they became the parents of Gerald Ray, Jr., and Terrell Franklin.
He died within a few months of retirement and was buried at the city cemetery of Decatur, Ga.
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