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Teacher, Scholar, Gentleman, Diplomat,
Friend." Photograph. The High School
Journal 1, no. 3 (March 1918). 7.  [2]Alexander Graham, father of the North Carolina graded school system [3],
was born near Fayetteville of Scottish ancestry, the son of Archibald and Anne McLean Graham. He was a descendant of
Colonel Alexander McAllister, a field officer in the Revolutionary War. Graham grew up in a large family and attended
private schools in Fayetteville until he was sixteen. In 1862, he became headmaster of Richmond Academy near Spring
Hill where he taught for two years. He closed the school in order to fight for the Confederacy, serving during the last year
of the war in Company B, Third Regiment of North Carolina State Troops. He was captured by Sherman's army in the
Battle of Bentonville and released at the end of the war.

For a short time, Graham taught in Bladen County [4], but his small salary was often unpaid and he was determined to
further his education. To earn money for college, he drove a peddler's wagon in South Carolina. In 1866 he entered The
University of North Carolina [5], where he became a member of Zeta Psi fraternity and the Philanthropic Literary Society;
he also was captain of the baseball team. The university awarded him a bachelors degree in 1869, a masters degree in
1880, and an honorary doctor of laws in 1920. Following graduation he taught for two years in Bladen County. Afterwards
in New York City he taught Greek in the Anthon School for two years and studied law at Columbia University, receiving the
LL.B. degree in 1873. The same year he returned to Fayetteville and established a law practice.

During the next five years, Graham married and began to raise a family. As his children grew, he became increasingly
interested in public education. Greensboro and Charlotte already had graded schools, whereas Fayetteville had only
private and ungraded public schools. Graham was asked to organize a graded school in Fayetteville and to become the
superintendent as well as one of the teachers. Subsequently he established a high school, integrating in the curriculum
subjects that would prepare students for college. By 1888, he had become so well known that he was frequently asked by
other municipalities to organize their schools into graded systems. For fifty years, in addition to his other work and at his
own expense, Graham traveled throughout the state organizing graded schools.

In 1888, he began a long relationship with the Charlotte city schools—as superintendent for twenty-five years, as assistant
superintendent for another fourteen years, and as superintendent emeritus until his death at age ninety. In 1892, he
established in the Charlotte system the first manual training school in North Carolina. Before his educational duties
became statewide, he taught Latin, Greek, physics, geometry, astronomy, and literature. A number of graded school
buildings in the state were named in his honor—among them, one in Fayetteville and one in Charlotte.

Graham held various offices in the educational field, including the presidency of the North Carolina Education Association
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and the trusteeship of the Agricultural and Technical College in Greensboro, He also wrote a history of Mecklenburg
County [6] and was an active member of the Second Presbyterian Church of Charlotte.

In January 1875, Graham married Catherine ("Kate") Bryan Sloan, the daughter of Dr. David Dickson Sloan of Sampson
County [7]. They had nine children: David [8], the oldest, who was killed at Château-Thierry in World War I; Archibald [9], who
became a physician in Minnesota; Neill [9], who died early in adult life; George, who became a prominent educator in
Atlanta; Mary and Hattie, who were teachers in the North Carolina public schools; Frank Porter [10], who became president
of The University of North Carolina; and Mrs. Shipp Sanders and Mrs. Henry Shanks [11], who became the wives of
university professors at Chapel Hill. Graham also was an uncle of Dr. Edward Kidder Graham [12], president of The
University of North Carolina from 1915 to 1918.

Graham died at his home in Charlotte and was buried in Elmwood Cemetery.

References:

Chapel Hill Weekly, 9 Nov. 1934.

Charlotte Observer, 3 Nov. 1934.

Fayetteville Observer, 3 Nov. 1934.

Edgar W. Knight, Alexander Graham, 1844–1934 (1936).

John A. Oates, The Story of Fayetteville and the Upper Cape Fear (1972).

Raleigh News and Observer, 3 Nov. 1934.

Additional Resources:

Noble, M. C. S. "Our Early Graded Schools and Their Founders." The High School Journal 1, no. 3 (March 1918). 6-8.
https://archive.org/details/jstor-40358986 [2] (accessed March 21, 2014).

Graham, Alexander. "Superintendent's Report." Biennial Report of the Superintendent of Public Instruction. Raleigh:
Josephus Daniels. 1889. 21-23. http://books.google.com/books?id=jaOgAAAAMAAJ&pg=PA21#v=onepage&q&f=false [13]

Image Credits:

"Alexander Graham: Teacher, Scholar, Gentleman, Diplomat, Friend." Photograph. The High School Journal 1, no. 3
(March 1918). 7. https://archive.org/details/jstor-40358986 [2] (accessed March 21, 2014).

Subjects: 
Biographies [14]

Education [15]

Educators [16]

Public officials [17]

Authors: 
Wehlitz, Lou Rogers [18]

Origin - location: 
Bladen County [19]

Mecklenburg County [20]

Charlotte [21]

From: 
Dictionary of North Carolina Biography, University of North Carolina Press. [22]

1 January 1986 | Wehlitz, Lou Rogers

Source URL:https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/graham-alexander

Links
[1] https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/graham-alexander [2] https://archive.org/details/jstor-40358986 [3] https://www.ncpedia.org/public-education-
part-3-first [4] https://www.ncpedia.org/geography/bladen [5] https://www.ncpedia.org/university-north-carolina-chapel-hi [6]
https://www.ncpedia.org/geography/mecklenburg [7] https://www.ncpedia.org/geography/sampson [8] http://books.google.com/books?
id=oTxKAQAAQBAJ&amp;pg=PA408#v=onepage&amp;q&amp;f=false [9] http://books.google.com/books?
id=oTxKAQAAQBAJ&amp;pg=PA409#v=onepage&amp;q&amp;f=false [10] https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/graham-frank-porter [11]
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/shanks-henry-thomas [12] https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/graham-edward-kidder [13]
http://books.google.com/books?id=jaOgAAAAMAAJ&amp;pg=PA21#v=onepage&amp;q&amp;f=false [14]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term [15] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/education [16]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/educators [17] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/public-officials [18]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/authors/wehlitz-lou-rogers [19] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/coastal--5 [20]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont/m [21] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmon-24 [22]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no

2

https://www.ncpedia.org/geography/mecklenburg
https://www.ncpedia.org/geography/sampson
http://books.google.com/books?id=oTxKAQAAQBAJ&pg=PA408#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=oTxKAQAAQBAJ&pg=PA409#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=oTxKAQAAQBAJ&pg=PA409#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/graham-frank-porter
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/shanks-henry-thomas
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/graham-edward-kidder
https://archive.org/details/jstor-40358986
http://books.google.com/books?id=jaOgAAAAMAAJ&pg=PA21#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://archive.org/details/jstor-40358986
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/education
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/educators
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/public-officials
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/authors/wehlitz-lou-rogers
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/coastal--5
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont/m
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmon-24
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/graham-alexander
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/graham-alexander
https://www.ncpedia.org/public-education-part-3-first
https://www.ncpedia.org/geography/bladen
https://www.ncpedia.org/university-north-carolina-chapel-hi
https://www.ncpedia.org/geography/mecklenburg
https://www.ncpedia.org/geography/sampson
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/graham-frank-porter
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/shanks-henry-thomas
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/graham-edward-kidder
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/education
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/educators
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/public-officials
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/authors/wehlitz-lou-rogers
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/coastal--5
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont/m
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmon-24
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no

	Graham, Alexander [1]
	Graham, Alexander
	12 Sept. 1844–2 Nov. 1934


