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Gwyn, Allen Hatchett
by J. Marshall Bullock, 1986

12 Nov. 1893–16 Dec. 1969

Allen Hatchett Gwyn (1893-1969).
Courtesy of the Caswell County
Photograph Collection.  [2]Allen Hatchett Gwyn, lawyer and judge, was born near Yanceyville, Caswell
County [3], the son of Joseph P. and Sarah E. Hatchett Gwyn. Gwyn attended the Yanceyville graded school and received
the A.B. degree from Trinity College [4], Durham, in 1913. After serving as a private and second lieutenant in the U.S. Army
Infantry from 1917 to 1919, he entered the Trinity College [4] law school where he was graduated in 1921. Gwyn practiced
law in Reidsville from 1921 until 1938. During that time he served as city attorney (1927–38), as a Democrat [5] from the
Seventeenth Senatorial District in the state senate (1931–33), and as solicitor for the superior court of the Seventeenth
Judicial District (1934–38). From 1939 until his death he was a judge of the superior court.

Judge Gwyn's work-release program was a major contribution to criminal law. His efforts to lower the high percentage of
first offenders who served time in prison for twelve months or less led to effective work-release legislation. Gwyn's views
and findings on the program appear in his book, Observations on Crime and Correction: Work, Earn, and Save, [6]

published in 1963.

At various times, Gwyn was an instructor at the National College of State Trial Judges and at the Institute of Government
of The University of North Carolina [7]. He served on the State Commission on Probation from 1961 to 1965 and was a
member of the Governor's Committee on Juvenile Delinquency and Youth Crime from 1962 to 1964. In 1967–68, he
served as president of the North Carolina Superior Court Judges.

Gwyn married Janie Johnston of Yanceyville on 25 Apr. 1917, and they had three children: Anne Russell, Allen, Jr., and
Julius. He was a member of the Methodist church and the Masonic order [8]. Judge Gwyn died in Greensboro [9] and was
buried in Reidlawn Cemetery, Reidsville.
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Image Credits:

"Allen Hatchett Gwyn (1893-1969)." Photograph. October 23, 2009. Caswell County Photograph Collection. This
photograph appeared in the Trinity College (now Duke University) 1919 yearbook, which was titled Victory. Available on
Flickr, https://www.flickr.com/photos/ncccha/4037332981/lightbox/ [12] (accessed August 29, 2013).

Subjects: 
Biographies [13]

Judges [14]

Lawyers [15]

Authors: 
Bullock, J. Marshall [16]

Origin - location: 
Caswell County [17]

From: 
Dictionary of North Carolina Biography, University of North Carolina Press. [18]

1 January 1986 | Bullock, J. Marshall

Source URL:https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/gwyn-allen-hatchett

Links
[1] https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/gwyn-allen-hatchett [2] https://www.flickr.com/photos/ncccha/4037332981/ [3]
https://www.ncpedia.org/geography/caswell [4] https://www.ncpedia.org/trinity-college [5] https://www.ncpedia.org/democratic-party [6]
https://www.worldcat.org/title/work-earn-and-save-observations-on-crime-and-correction/oclc/22128677 [7] https://www.ncpedia.org/university-north-
carolina-chapel-hi [8] https://www.ncpedia.org/freemasons [9] https://www.ncpedia.org/greensboro [10]
http://www.rockinghamcc.edu/library/findingaids/allenhgwynsrcollection.pdf [11] https://www.worldcat.org/identities/lccn-no2009-70100 [12]
https://www.flickr.com/photos/ncccha/4037332981/lightbox/ [13] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term [14]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/judges [15] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/lawyers [16]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/authors/bullock-j-marshall [17] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont/c [18]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no

2

https://www.flickr.com/photos/ncccha/4037332981/lightbox/
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/judges
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/lawyers
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/authors/bullock-j-marshall
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont/c
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/gwyn-allen-hatchett
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/gwyn-allen-hatchett
https://www.ncpedia.org/geography/caswell
https://www.ncpedia.org/trinity-college
https://www.ncpedia.org/democratic-party
https://www.ncpedia.org/university-north-carolina-chapel-hi
https://www.ncpedia.org/freemasons
https://www.ncpedia.org/greensboro
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/judges
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/lawyers
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/authors/bullock-j-marshall
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont/c
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no

	Gwyn, Allen Hatchett [1]
	Gwyn, Allen Hatchett
	12 Nov. 1893–16 Dec. 1969


