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Felix Kenan, sheriff of Duplin County [2] and active Tory in the American Revolution [3], is said by family tradition to have
settled in the 1730s with his two brothers, Thomas and William, in the upper part of New Hanover County [4] that later
became Duplin. In 1754 Felix was a member of the company of militia commanded by a Captain Gregg, and in June 1758
he was appointed a justice of the peace for Duplin County which had been created in 1750. He remained a justice until
1770. From 1762 to 1768 he served as a member of the colonial [5]Assembly, where his committee assignments dealt
mainly with fiscal matters; he also was a member of the committee that determined the location of Fort Johnston [6].

Kenan was involved in area land matters, serving on the Claims Commission for the county from 1764 to 1769, and as a
member of the 1766 commission that determined the boundary between New Hanover [4]and Duplin [2] counties. During
much of this time he was also land agent and attorney for Henry McCulloch [7], who owned large tracts of land in the area.
Kenan was sheriff on two occasions—in 1760–61 and again from 1769 to 1776. In May 1776 he was removed from the
office because of his involvement in Tory activities, particularly at the Battle of Moore's Creek Bridge [8] in February when
he bore arms with the Loyalist [9]forces under General Donald MacDonald [10]. He was captured by the Patriots and
returned to Duplin County. On 11 May 1776 the Assembly passed a resolution removing him from the office of sheriff,
noting that he had been "inimical to the Liberties of America" and was "truly unworthy to execute any longer the trust and
confidence reposed in him by his appointment as Sheriff." In March 1777 he was rumored to be at the head of a Tory
insurrection in the state, and in July his arrest was ordered for his alleged involvement in a conspiracy against Governor
Richard Caswell [11]. Surviving records, however, do not reveal whether he actually was detained. One report said that
Kenan "had not the independence to be a Tory, or the honesty to be a Whig [12]."

In 1754 Kenan married Catharine Norris Love, the daughter of George and Sarah Norris and widow of Daniel Love. Their
children were William and Rose, both sons, and Nancy and Jane. He died in Duplin County sometime between 9 Apr. and
18 July 1785 and was buried near the Duplin-Sampson county [13] line.
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