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Lenoir, Walter Waightstill
by Frank P. Cauble, 1991

13 Mar. 1823-26 June 1890

A photograph of Walter Waightstill Lenior

published in the 1915 Lenior College yearbook.

Image from Archive.org. zWalter Waightstill Lenoir, lawyer, planter, Confederate officer, and
patron of education, was born at Fort Defiance 13, the family home, in Wilkes (nowCaldwell 1) County, the son of Colonel
Thomas and Selina Louisa Avery Lenoir. Two North Carolina counties, Lenoir is;and Avery (s, were named in honor of his
grandfathers, General William Lenoir (7 and Waightstill Avery (. After attending the Bingham School g at Hillsborough, he
was graduated from The University of North Carolina o as valedictorian of the class of 1843. He read law for two years
under Judge Erederick Nash (11; of Hillsborough, studied privately another year, and was licensed to practice in the
superior courts of North Carolina on 10 June 1846. Because the courts of Caldwell County 141, where he opened a law
office, provided only a small amount of legal business, he gave much of his attention to farming, cattle raising, railroads,
and manufacturing.

Before the Civil War (121, Lenoir strongly opposedslavery 13 and secession n4and vigorously supported the efforts of
Zebulon B. Vance 5 to find a peaceful solution to the nation's problems. However, on 3 Jan. 1862 he enlisted as a private
in Company F, Twenty-fifth Regiment, North Carolina Volunteers, then stationed in South Carolina. Early in May he
returned to Caldwell County to help recruit a company for Vance's legion; he was elected a lieutenant of this unit, but in
late July he became a captain in the Thirty-seventh Regiment and participated in General Thomas J. (Stonewall)
Jackson's summer campaign. A severe wound on 1 Sept. 1862 resulted in the amputation of his right leg.

Lenoir engaged in farming and cattle raising inHaywood County e from 1863 to 1876 and then moved toWatauga
County 117, where he was elected to the North Carolina General Assembly for the 1883—84 term. He devoted much of his
later life to the development of the town of Linville near Grandfather Mountain 1s).

Appointed a trustee of The University of North Carolina in 1883, he served in that capacity until his death. In the 1850s he
was a leader in the movement to establish Davenport Female College 119, a Methodist institution located at Lenoir. His
name is perpetuated in the title of Lenoir Rhyne College 120, @ Lutheran school at Hickory. As early as 1875 he offered to
donate a tract of land on the outskirts of Hickory for school purposes, but it was not until shortly after his death that a
Lutheran group accepted the offer and opened Lenoir College. Its name was changed to Lenoir Rhyne College in 1923 in
recognition of the benefactions of Daniel Efird Rhyne 21. There is a portrait of Lenoir at the college.
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Lenoir married Cornelia Isabella Christian (1827-59) of Augusta County, Va., on 10 June 1856. An only child, Annie Tate,
died in infancy. He was baptized as a member of the Episcopal church on Easter Day, 1890, and his grave is in the Lenoir
family cemetery at Fort Defiance.

References:

Frank P. Cauble, "Walter Waightstill Lenoir" (1973, typescript, Lenoir Rhyne College Library).

T. F. Hickerson, Happy Valley History and Genealogy (1940) and Echoes of Happy Valley (1962).
Lenoir Family Papers (Southern Historical Collection, University of North Carolina. Chapel Hill) ;22

Thomas Lenoir Papers (Manuscript Department, Duke University Library, Durham).i23

Additional Resources:

Watson, Rev. James A. "Memoir of William Waightstill Lenoir." North Carolina University Magazine21/10, no. 5 (1891).
245-248. https://archive.org/stream/northcarolinauni18901891#page/244/mode/2up 124 (accessed August 22, 2013).

Weston, James A. (James Augustus). Services held in the Chapel of Rest, Yadkin Valley, N.C., at the funeral of the late
Capt. Walter Waightstill Lenoir: with the sermon. New York : E. & J.B. Young. 1890.

https://archive.org/details/servicesheldinchOOwest 251 (accessed August 22, 2013).

"Enduring amputation.” North Carolina in the Civil War and Reconstruction. LearnNC.org.
http://www.learnnc.org/lp/editions/nchist-civilwar/4800 126 (accessed August 22, 2013).

"Memoir." Hacawa 7. Hickory, N.C.: Senior Class of Lenior College. 1915. 4-8.
https://archive.org/stream/hacawal915unse#page/n9/mode/2up/search/waightstill 2 (accessed August 22, 2013).

"A Wounded Warrior and His New Leg." Vietnam 25, no. 6 (April 2013). 6.
Image Credits:

"Capt. "Walter Waightstill Lenoir." Photograph. Hacawa 7. Hickory, N.C.: Senior Class of Lenior College. 1915. 5.
https://archive.org/stream/hacawai915unse#page/n9/mode/2up/search/waightstill 2 (accessed August 22, 2013).

Subjects:

Biographies 127

Civil War (1861-1865) 128
Lawyers 29

Military personnel o
People with Disabilities 31

Planters 32
Authors:

Cauble, Frank P. 3
Origin - location:
Caldwell County 4
Haywood County s

Watauga County 3
From:

Dictionary of North Carolina Biography, University of North Carolina Press.is7
1 January 1991 | Cauble, Frank P.

Source URL:https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/lenoir-walter-waightstill

Links

1] https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/lenoir-walter-waightstill [2] https://archive.org/stream/hacawal915unse#page/n9/mode/2up/search/waightstill [3]
https://www.ncpedia.org/fort-defiance [4] https://www.ncpedia.org/geography/caldwell [5] https:/www.ncpedia.org/geography/lenoir [6]
https://www.ncpedia.org/geography/avery [7] https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/lenoir-william [8] https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/avery-waightstill
9] https://www.ncpedia.org/bingham-school [10] https://www.ncpedia.org/university-north-carolina-chapel-hi [11]
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/nash-frederick [12] https://www.ncpedia.org/civil-war [13] https:/www.ncpedia.org/history/1776-1860/anti-slavery-
movement [14] https:/www.ncpedia.org/secession-movement [15] https:/www.ncpedia.org/biography/vance-zebulon-baird [16]
https://www.ncpedia.org/geography/haywood [17] https:/www.ncpedia.org/geography/watauga [18] https:/www.ncpedia.org/grandfather-mountain
[19] https:/www.ncpedia.org/davenport-college [20] https://www.ncpedia.org/lenoir-rhyne-college [21] https:/www.ncpedia.org/biography/rhyne-
daniel-efird [22] http://www2.lib.unc.edu/mss/inv/lI/Lenoir_Family.html [23] http:/library.duke.edu/rubenstein/findingaids/lenoirthomas/ [24]
https://archive.org/stream/northcarolinauni18901891#page/244/mode/2up [25] https://archive.org/details/servicesheldinchOOwest [26]
http://www.learnnc.org/Ip/editions/nchist-civilwar/4800 [27] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term [28]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/civil-war [29] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/lawyers [30]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/soldiers [31] https://www.ncpedia.org/taxonomy/term/8003 [32]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/planters [33] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/authors/cauble-frank-p [34]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/mountai-18 [35] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/mountain-5 [36]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/mountai-19 [37] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no



http://www2.lib.unc.edu/mss/inv/l/Lenoir_Family.html
http://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/findingaids/lenoirthomas/
https://archive.org/stream/northcarolinauni18901891#page/244/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/servicesheldinch00west
http://www.learnnc.org/lp/editions/nchist-civilwar/4800
https://archive.org/stream/hacawa1915unse#page/n9/mode/2up/search/waightstill
https://archive.org/stream/hacawa1915unse#page/n9/mode/2up/search/waightstill
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/civil-war
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/lawyers
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/soldiers
https://www.ncpedia.org/taxonomy/term/8003
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/planters
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/authors/cauble-frank-p
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/mountai-18
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/mountain-5
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/mountai-19
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/lenoir-walter-waightstill
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/lenoir-walter-waightstill
https://www.ncpedia.org/fort-defiance
https://www.ncpedia.org/geography/caldwell
https://www.ncpedia.org/geography/lenoir
https://www.ncpedia.org/geography/avery
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/lenoir-william
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/avery-waightstill
https://www.ncpedia.org/bingham-school
https://www.ncpedia.org/university-north-carolina-chapel-hi
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/nash-frederick
https://www.ncpedia.org/civil-war
https://www.ncpedia.org/history/1776-1860/anti-slavery-movement
https://www.ncpedia.org/secession-movement
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/vance-zebulon-baird
https://www.ncpedia.org/geography/haywood
https://www.ncpedia.org/geography/watauga
https://www.ncpedia.org/grandfather-mountain
https://www.ncpedia.org/davenport-college
https://www.ncpedia.org/lenoir-rhyne-college
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/rhyne-daniel-efird
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/civil-war
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/lawyers
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/soldiers
https://www.ncpedia.org/taxonomy/term/8003
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/planters
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/authors/cauble-frank-p
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/mountai-18
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/mountain-5
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/mountai-19
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no




	Lenoir, Walter Waightstill [1]
	Lenoir, Walter Waightstill
	13 Mar. 1823–26 June 1890


