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TERRIBLE STEAMBOAT ACCIDENT!
MANY l.[\'l':H|L03T3‘. |
jur community is intensely shoeked this mors- |
og by imtelligenes that the Sicamer Magnolis, i
cupesin Tobn M. Stedman, burst her boilors wnd |
__j" m .Emp water, mrar Whitchall, on the Cupe ]
Frar River, yesterday morning A briefl Joster ||
jrom oot of the passengers sout by private haod |
wMe W. H. Lutterloh, gives us all the reliable
yeurs 28 ot recoived.
The Ietter is dated Wednesday | o'clock, und
be time of writing the bodics of sovem porsons
bl been found. The ouly vames mentioned
waoug ibe killed are those of Captain Stedwman
pod & negra man Charles, ene of the boat's erew,

|onging to Mrs. John Murchison. Thos. S

Litterleh, Eaq., the owner of the Maguelin, was
board and ».M'uwlg bart |
Tt is vapposed, from the losation of the disaster,
tat there was, as ussal, & number of way pas
sagers; nnd it s feared that some, ladies snd
iren smeng them, went down with the bost
Vapt Hredman leaves = Ilrpn smil helpless
sily, (his wife the danghter of the laie Judge
Petor.)  We loarn that be bad a Life Poliey of
£ i the Greensborough Matual Compasy
o addition to the sbave p-ﬂi\-th-, we have
wen & Jettor from the Rev. A Paul Repiton, of
Wilmington, who was a pussenger om the Mag-
s, and who writen from the W, & M. Rail
Road, (O miles from the seeme of the disaster)
wiich ke had reached on bie return to Wilming-
He sajs,—
Py request of Mr, Lutterloh, of youwr place, 1
arte 1o inform you that the Magnolin barst her
ler last might about 12 o'clek. Home 12 or
pussengers are dead.  Capt. Stedmsn is also
og the missing, and had pet been foand up to
» tima T lofi White Hall, whore the nechlent
tippened. Mr. Lutterloh bas sustained wo injury
in hia beft shoulder, which &t ks thought
sloeated, [ left bim nt White Hell,
whern B n—q-.ur..] s o owreite from this |'|ui||l.|

v be

for the sake of bis family.”

"Terrible Steamboat Accident!

Many Lives Lost," February

18, 1858, the Fayetteville

Observer (Fayetteville, NC).

The "Magnolia's" owner,

Thomas S. Lutterloh, was on

board at the time of the

accident and was seriously

injured. z’Thomas S. Lutterloh, commission merchant, steamboat owner, turpentine distiller, and
political leader, was born in Chatham County 3. Little is known about his family or education except that as a youth he
moved to Fayetteville 14 and lived for several years with James Kyle, a merchant. Subsequently he clerked in the store of
Charles T. Haigh until he entered the mercantile business for himself about 1840. In the two decades before the Civil War
51, Fayetteville, at the head of navigation on theCape Fear River ), and with a network of plank roads radiating from it,
increased in importance as a trading center. Goods brought upriver from Wilmington ; by steamboat were forwarded in
covered wagons to merchants in the Piedmont and western regions of the state. Lutterloh operated a local store and a
commission and forwarding business specializing in heavy commodities, such as Swedish iron, salt, brown sugar, and
molasses.

He soon entered theriver transportation s phase of the business and was reputed to have been the first man in
Fayetteville to become sole owner of a steamboat (1. In 1847 he was one of the organizers and chief promoters of the
Merchants Steamboat Company. In about 1850, when the naval stores 110 industry began to develop in the upper Cape
Fear region, Lutterloh built and operated the first turpentine distillery in Fayetteville. By 1853 his interests included a store
and forwarding agency, distillery, cooper's shop, drayage service, and major steamboat line on the river. With a total of
four boats, he inaugurated daily service between Fayetteville and Wilmington. Two years later he participated in the
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organization of the Bank of Clarendon. With fifty-nine slaves, he was the largest slaveholder in Fayetteville in 1860. The
Civil War brought the destruction of his steamboat line and the end of slavery. Unable to recoup these losses, he adjusted
his business interests to changing times and became one of the largest cotton ;11 merchants in the area.

Lutterloh also played a role in local and state politics. He was appointed a town commissioner in the 1840s, and when the
office became elective in 1847, he was elected from Ward 6. Originally a member of the Whig party 12, he was elected
mayor on the American. or Know-Nothing a;, party ticket, serving from 1855 to 1857. By 1860 he was prominent in the
movement to organize a "Southern Rights" party for the defense of the South. During the Civil War Lutterloh served on
various committees concerned with the welfare of Fayetteville and its people. In the postwar period he became a leader in
the Republican party 14 and served in the House of Commons 15 in 1866-67, 1872—74, and 1879—-1880.

Contemporaries regarded Lutterloh as an eminently successful businessman, "honest, fearless, . . . very quiet in all his
ways, but determined in all his acts." In his later years he was addressed with the honorary title of "Colonel." An
Episcopalian 1e, Lutterloh married Mary Frances Buxton, daughter of the Reverenddarvis B. Buxton 17, rector of St.
John's Episcopal Church (1831-51), and they had nine children: Jarvis B., Harriet Ann, Thomas C., Ralph B., Frances,
Edward, Elizabeth, Anna, and Herbert. He died from the infirmities of advanced years and was buried in Cross Creek
Cemetery.

References:

Levi Branson, ed., North Carolina Business Directory (1878, 1884).

Eighth Census of the United States, 186Q Population Schedules, Cumberland County.
Fayetteville Observer, 19 July 1900.

John A. Oates, The Story of Fayetteville (1972).

Additional Resources:

"A Terrible Steamboat Accident! Many Lives Lostl." Fayetteville Observer (Fayetteville, NC), February 18, 1858.
http:/library.digitalnc.org/cdm/ref/collection/newspapers/id/67625 2 (accessed June 20, 2014).

Image Credits:

"A Terrible Steamboat Accident! Many Lives Lost!." Fayetteville Observer (Fayetteville, NC), February 18, 1858.
http:/library.digitalnc.org/cdm/ref/collection/newspapers/id/67625 2 (accessed June 20, 2014).

Subjects:
Biographies [1s
Merchants 19
Public officials 120
Authors:

Perry, Percival o1
Origin - location:
Cumberland County (2
Fayetteville (23
Chatham County (24
From:

Dictionary of North Carolina Biography, University of North Carolina Press.zs
1 January 1991 | Perry, Percival

Source URL:https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/lutterloh-thomas-s

Links

1] https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/lutterloh-thomas-s [2] http://library.digitalnc.org/cdm/ref/collection/newspapers/id/67625 [3]
https://www.ncpedia.org/geography/chatham [4] https://www.ncpedia.org/fayetteville-0 [5] https://www.ncpedia.org/history/cw-1900/civil-war [6]
https://www.ncpedia.org/rivers/cape-fear [7] https://www.ncpedia.org/geography/wilmington [8] https:/www.ncpedia.org/river-navigation [9]
https://www.ncpedia.org/steamboats [10] https://www.ncpedia.org/naval-stores [11] https:/www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/cotton [12]
https://www.ncpedia.org/whig-party [13] https://www.ncpedia.org/american-party [14] https:/www.ncpedia.org/republican-party [15]
https://www.ncpedia.org/general-assembly [16] https://www.ncpedia.org/religion/episcopal-church [17] https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/buxton-
jarvis [18] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term [19] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/merchants [20]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/public-officials [21] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/authors/perry-percival [22]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/coastal--4 [23] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/coastal-48 [24]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont-9 [25] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no


https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/cotton
https://www.ncpedia.org/whig-party
https://www.ncpedia.org/american-party
https://www.ncpedia.org/republican-party
https://www.ncpedia.org/general-assembly
https://www.ncpedia.org/religion/episcopal-church
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/buxton-jarvis
http://library.digitalnc.org/cdm/ref/collection/newspapers/id/67625
http://library.digitalnc.org/cdm/ref/collection/newspapers/id/67625
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/merchants
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/public-officials
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/authors/perry-percival
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/coastal--4
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/coastal-48
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont-9
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/lutterloh-thomas-s
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/lutterloh-thomas-s
https://www.ncpedia.org/geography/chatham
https://www.ncpedia.org/fayetteville-0
https://www.ncpedia.org/history/cw-1900/civil-war
https://www.ncpedia.org/rivers/cape-fear
https://www.ncpedia.org/geography/wilmington
https://www.ncpedia.org/river-navigation
https://www.ncpedia.org/steamboats
https://www.ncpedia.org/naval-stores
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/cotton
https://www.ncpedia.org/whig-party
https://www.ncpedia.org/american-party
https://www.ncpedia.org/republican-party
https://www.ncpedia.org/general-assembly
https://www.ncpedia.org/religion/episcopal-church
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/buxton-jarvis
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/merchants
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/public-officials
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/authors/perry-percival
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/coastal--4
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/coastal-48
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont-9
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no

	Lutterloh, Thomas S. [1]
	Lutterloh, Thomas S.
	16 July 1816–15 July 1900


