
Published on NCpedia (https://www.ncpedia.org)

Home > McNeill, Daniel

McNeill, Daniel [1]

McNeill, Daniel
by Carole Watterson Troxler, 1991; Revised by Jared Dease, Government and Heritage Library, December 2022

1752–5 May 1818

Daniel McNeill, Loyalist [2]partisan fighter, was born near the Lower Little River in Cumberland County [3], the son of
Archibald and Janet McNeill. When the American Revolution [4] began, he owned over one thousand acres near the Cape
Fear River [5] and lived about twelve miles from Cross Creek. McNeill refused the state oath of allegiance twice in 1777
and was ordered to leave North Carolina. He hid near the Virginia border until the autumn of 1778, when he heard that
British troops were moving south. Traveling overland, he joined them at Savannah in January 1779. Later he raised a
company of about one hundred men for John Hamilton [6]'s Royal North Carolina Regiment [7].

McNeill was a guide and a fierce commander of small raiding parties in the Carolinas. He evacuated from Wilmington [8] to
Charles Town [9] and then to East Florida and Nova Scotia with the Royal North Carolina Regiment. He took three relatives
and the eight people he was enslaving with him and received 1,250 acres at the regimental settlement near Country
Harbour, Nova Scotia. He married Mary Nutting and settled at Loyal Hill near Windsor.

McNeill returned at least twice to North Carolina. In 1786–87 he barely escaped being mobbed in New Bern [10] as he
obtained proof of the sale of his confiscated land, which he then took to the Loyalists' Claims Commissioners in Quebec.
In 1811 he was unable to take possession of land bequeathed to him by his father in Chatham [11]and Cumberland
counties. Instead, he took enslaved people from his father's estate to Nova Scotia, where most of them escaped.
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