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courtesy of the Digital North Carolina

Collection Photographic Archives,

UNC Libraries. Adolphus Williamson Mangum, Methodist 3 minister and educator, was the
youngest of eight children of Ellison Goodloe and Elizabeth Harris Mangum. He was born at Locust Grove, the family
home on the Flat River near Rougemont in Orange (now Durham ) County. His father was the cousin ofWillie Person
Mangum s, congressman and later U.S. senator. Mangum attendedSouth Lowell Academy 1 and Randolph-Macon
College, then in Boydton, Va., where he was graduated with highest honors in 1854. His college letters to his parents
amply illustrate that he was a pious and serious student with a strong inclination for the ministry.

In 1856 Mangum became a junior preacher in the Hillsborough Circuit and during 1858-59 was pastor of the Methodist
church in Chapel Hill. Ordained by Bishop Robert Paine 7 of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South, on 8 Dec. 1860,
Mangum was appointed pastor of the Roanoke Circuit and after one year was transferred to Salisbury. Late in 1861 he
joined the Sixth North Carolina Regiment, which he served as chaplain. After seeing action at the Battle of First Manassas
1, Mangum brought home the body of his cousin, William Preston Mangum, and did not return to the battlefield.

Settled once again in Salisbury, Mangum ministered to the Union soldiers in theConfederate o prison and was appalled
at conditions there. His account of his experiences, though never published, provides an excellent picture of life at

Salisbury Prison (1.

From 1863 to 1865 Mangum was pastor of the Methodist church in Goldsboro, and during 1866 he was aircuit rider (117 in
Orange County (121. In 1867 he journeyed north as a fund-raiser for the Greensboro Female College but returned to
Orange County in 1868 to nurse his father through his last illness. During 1870 and 1871 Mangum served churches in
Greensboro and Charlotte, and from 1872 to 1875 he was pastor of the Edenton i3 Street Methodist Church in Raleigh.
He received a doctor of divinity degree in 1879.

When The University of North Carolina 14 reopened in 1875, Mangum was appointed to the faculty as professor of mental
and moral science, history, and English language and literature. He also preached occasionally in the local churches.
President Kemp Plummer Battle 155, a contemporary of Mangum, characterized him as a "man of warm and generous
emotions, exceedingly kind to his students."

On 24 Feb. 1864 Mangum married Laura Jane Overman, of Salisbury, the sister olJ.S. Senator Lee Slater Overman 6.
Between 1865 and 1876 they had five children: Ernest Preston, Mary Elizabeth (Mrs. N. H. D. Wilson), Juliet LeRoy,
Charles Staples, and Adolphus Williamson, Jr. Charles S. Mangum became a professor in The University of North
Carolina School of Medicine and was a founder of the School of Public Health.
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Mangum was the author of two volumes of poetry,Myrtle Leaves or Tokens at the Tombiin (1858) and Safety Lamp s
(1866). One of his sermons, "Hindrances of the Gospel," was included in a compilation of Southern Methodist sermons,
and a short essay, "Boys," appeared in an 1887 anthology of recitations and declamations entitled The North Carolina
Speaker. He also wrote The Introduction of Methodism into Raleigh, N.C. (1876), Sermon (1881), and Your Life Work
(1884).

While attending a church conference in New Bern in the summer of 1889, Mangum suffered a stroke. He returned to
Chapel Hill to teach in August, but poor health forced him to retire shortly afterwards. He lapsed into a coma on 10 May
1890 and died two days later. A memorial address was given at the university by Josephus Daniels (191, who in his youth
had been a frequent guest in the Mangum home on Rosemary Street in Chapel Hill (how known as the Betty Smith
House). Mangum was buried in the old Chapel Hill Cemetery, where his marker was inscribed: "In all thy ways
acknowledge Him, and He will direct thy paths.”

References:

Kemp P. Battle, History of the University of North Carolinarea, vol. 2 (1912).

Mangum Family Papers (Southern Historical Collection, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill).
Raleigh News and Observer, 14 May 1890.
Additional Resources:

Mangum, A. W. (Adolphus Williamson). Myrtle leaves, or, Tokens at the tomb.Raleigh, N.C. : Branson & Farrar. 1864.
https://archive.org/details/myrtleleavesorto00mang 17 (accessed June 17, 2013).

A.W. Mangum in the Internet Archive:https://archive.org/search.php?
query=creator%3A%22Mangum%2C+A.+W.+%28Adolphus+Williamson%29%2C+1834-1890%22 1)

Morven and Linda; or The Token Star. A Tale of a Soldier's Faithful Love: Electronic Edition. Mangum, Adolphus
Williamson, 1834-1890. UNC Libraries: https://docsouth.unc.edu/imls/mangum/mangum.html 22

Image in the Carolina Story, UNC Libraries:
http://museum.unc.edu/exhibits/names/willie_person_mangum_1792_1861_and_adolphus_willia/ (23

Mangum Family Papers, 1777-1993 (collection no. 00483). The Southern Historical Collection. Louis Round Wilson
Special Collections Library. University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.

http://www.lib.unc.edu/mss/inv/m/Mangum_Family.html 124 (accessed June 17, 2013).

Image Credits:

Adolphus Williamson Mangum. Image courtesy of the Digital North Carolina Collection Photographic Archives, UNC
Libraries. Available from http:/dc.lib.unc.edu/cdm/singleitem/collection/dig_nccpa/id/2902/rec/98 12 (accessed June 17,
2013).

Subjects:
Biographies 25
Religious Leaders and Clergy e
Educators 27
Authors:

Eagles, Brenda M. e
Origin - location:
Durham 29

Orange County 30
Wake County 1)
From:

Dictionary of North Carolina Biography, University of North Carolina Press.s2
1 January 1991 | Eagles, Brenda M.

Source URL:https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/mangum-adolphus

Links

1] https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/mangum-adolphus [2] http://dc.lib.unc.edu/cdm/singleitem/collection/dig_nccpa/id/2902/rec/98 [3]
https://www.ncpedia.org/methodist-church [4] https:/www.ncpedia.org/geography/durham-city [5] https:/www.ncpedia.org/biography/mangum-willie-
person [6] https://www.ncpedia.org/south-lowell-academy [7] hitps://www.ncpedia.org/biography/paine-robert [8]
https://www.nps.gov/mana/historyculture/first-manassas.htm [9] https://www.ncpedia.org/confederate-party [10] https://www.ncpedia.org/confederate-
prison-salisbury [11] https://www.ncpedia.org/circuit-riders [12] https://www.ncpedia.org/geography/orange [13] https://www.ncpedia.org/edenton [14]
https://www.ncpedia.org/university-north-carolina-chapel-hi [15] https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/battle-kemp-plummer [16]
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/overman-lee-slater [17] https://archive.org/details/myrtleleavesorto00mang [18]
https://www.worldcat.org/title/safety-lamp-or-light-for-the-narrow-way/oclc/11876744 [19] https://www.ncpedia.org/daniels-josephus [20]
https://docsouth.unc.edu/nc/battle1/battle1.html [21] https://archive.org/search.php?


https://archive.org/details/myrtleleavesorto00mang
https://www.worldcat.org/title/safety-lamp-or-light-for-the-narrow-way/oclc/11876744
https://www.ncpedia.org/daniels-josephus
https://docsouth.unc.edu/nc/battle1/battle1.html
https://archive.org/details/myrtleleavesorto00mang
https://archive.org/search.php?query=creator%3A%22Mangum%2C+A.+W.+%28Adolphus+Williamson%29%2C+1834-1890%22
https://docsouth.unc.edu/imls/mangum/mangum.html
http://museum.unc.edu/exhibits/names/willie_person_mangum_1792_1861_and_adolphus_willia/
http://www.lib.unc.edu/mss/inv/m/Mangum_Family.html
http://dc.lib.unc.edu/cdm/singleitem/collection/dig_nccpa/id/2902/rec/98
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/clergy
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/educators
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/authors/eagles-brenda-mark
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont-8
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont/o
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont/w
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/mangum-adolphus
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/mangum-adolphus
https://www.ncpedia.org/methodist-church
https://www.ncpedia.org/geography/durham-city
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/mangum-willie-person
https://www.ncpedia.org/south-lowell-academy
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/paine-robert
https://www.ncpedia.org/confederate-party
https://www.ncpedia.org/confederate-prison-salisbury
https://www.ncpedia.org/circuit-riders
https://www.ncpedia.org/geography/orange
https://www.ncpedia.org/edenton
https://www.ncpedia.org/university-north-carolina-chapel-hi
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/battle-kemp-plummer
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/overman-lee-slater
https://www.ncpedia.org/daniels-josephus

query=creator%3A%22Mangum%2C+A.+W.+%28Adolphus+Williamson%29%2C+1834-1890%22 [22]
https://docsouth.unc.edu/imls/mangum/mangum.html [23]
http://museum.unc.edu/exhibits/names/willie_person_mangum_1792_1861_and_adolphus_willia/ [24]
http://www.lib.unc.edu/mss/inv/m/Mangum_Family.html [25] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term [26]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/clergy [27] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/educators [28]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/authors/eagles-brenda-mark [29] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont-8 [30]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont/o [31] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont/w [32]

https://www.ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no


https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/clergy
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/educators
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/authors/eagles-brenda-mark
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont-8
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont/o
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont/w
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no

	Mangum, Adolphus Williamson [1]
	Mangum, Adolphus Williamson
	1 Apr. 1834–12 May 1890


