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A 1880 engraving of Thomas Courtland Manning.
Image from Archive.org.  [2]Thomas Courtland Manning, minister to Mexico, lawyer, and chief
justice of Louisiana, was born in Edenton [3], the son of Joseph and Sarah Haughton Manning. In the 1840s he attended
The University of North Carolina [4] for a time before reading law and obtaining his license. He practiced in Edenton until
1855, when he moved to Alexandria, La., and opened a law firm in Rapides Parish.

A highly respected attorney, Manning was elected to the state Secession Convention in 1861 and appointed as aide-de-
camp to Governor Thomas O. Moore [5], a fellow North Carolinian; he served until the governor's term expired in 1863,
when Manning was made a brigadier general. He became an associate justice of the Louisiana Supreme Court in 1864
and served until the end of the war, when he returned to the private practice of law. In 1872 he was a delegate to the
conventions of the Reform and Liberal parties. In the same year he was a presidential elector for the state at large to the
Democratic National Convention in St. Louis.

In 1877 Governor Francis R. T. Nichols took office and appointed Manning chief justice of the state supreme court. It so
happened that at the time there was a chief justice as well as a full bench of associate justices appointed by the previous
governor. When the old justices refused to give way, a dispute arose between the two factions. President Rutherford B.
Hayes appointed a commission that attempted to resolve the dispute, but without results. The court crier refused to open
court for the old justices; the sheriff of the parish, however, demanded that they vacate the court. When they refused, a
sheriff's posse was formed to oust the old justices; it marched along with the Nichols-appointed court, led by Manning, to
the court building and took possession. The former justices vacated the courtroom just before the arrival of the posse.
Manning served as chief justice until 1886, when President Grover Cleveland appointed him U.S. minister to Mexico.

On 6 June 1883 Manning addressed the literary societies of The University of North Carolina on "The Performance of
Political Duties: The Great Need of the Present Day." It was published later in the year and widely read. In 1887 the
university awarded him an honorary LL.D. degree.

On 18 Jan. 1848, at Athol in Edenton, Manning married Mary L. Blair, the only daughter of George Blair. They became the
parents of eight children: Elizabeth, Mary Cortelia, Winnifred Whitmell, Alston, Nina, Sarah, Maud, and Thomas Cathcart.
He died in New York City while attending a meeting of the trustees of the Peabody Fund, of which he was a member. He
was buried in New Orleans.

Thomas C. Manning was the uncle of John Manning, Jr. [6], who served as professor of law and dean of the law school at
The University of North Carolina from 1881 to 1899. There was a difference of only five years in their ages. John
Manning, Jr., was awarded the same honorary degree.

1

https://www.ncpedia.org
https://www.ncpedia.org/
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/manning-thomas-courtland
https://archive.org/stream/representativeme00robs#page/n23/mode/2up
https://www.ncpedia.org/edenton
https://www.ncpedia.org/university-north-carolina-chapel-hi
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/moore-thomas-overton
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/manning-john-jr


References:

Family records (possession of John T. Manning, Chapel Hill).

Percy Roberts, Sketch of the Hon. Thomas Courtland Manning (1880).

North Carolina University Magazine 6 (November 1886 [portrait]). [7]

Additional Resources:

"Thomas C. Manning 1825-1887." N.C. Highway Historical Marker A-67, N.C. Office of Archives & History.
https://www.ncdcr.gov/about/history/division-historical-resources/nc-highway-historical-marker-program/Markers.aspx?
sp=Markers&k=Markers&sv=A-67 [8] (accessed May 21, 2013).

"Louisiana Supreme Court Justices 1813-Present: Thomas Courtland Manning (1825-1887)." Celebrating 200 Years: The
Bicentennial of the Louisiana Supreme Court 1813-2013. Louisiana Supreme
Court. http://www.lasc.org/Bicentennial/justices/Manning_Thomas.aspx [9]

"A New Minister to Mexico; Thomas C. Manning To Succeed Gen. Jackson. The Present Minister Anxious to be Relieved-
-A Louisiana Judge and Ex-Confederate Appointed." The New York Times. September 1, 1886.
http://query.nytimes.com/mem/archive-free/pdf?res=F10A11F83A5410738DDDA80894D1405B8684F0D3 [10]

Thomas C. Manning Letters, 1855 (collection no. 01361-z). The Southern Historical Collection. Louis Round Wilson
Special Collections Library. University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.
http://www.lib.unc.edu/mss/inv/m/Manning,Thomas_C.html [11] (accessed May 21, 2013).

Pritchett, Carla Downer "Case Law Reporters in Nineteenth Century Louisiana." A law unto itself?: essays in the new
Louisiana legal history. Louisiana State University Press. 2001. 68-69. http://books.google.com/books?
id=PUEVLgOq83EC&ots=JKEv7UO87G&pg=PA68#v=onepage&q&f=false [12] (accessed May 21, 2013).

"The Edenton Tea Party." North Carolina Historical and Genealogical Register 1, no. 3 (July 1900). 462.
http://books.google.com/books?id=lHIxq9iDgYQC&ots=I3Pd6jHvXV&pg=RA1-PA462#v=onepage&q&f=false [13] (accessed
May 21, 2013).

Image Credits:

"Th. C. Manning." Representative men of the South. Philadelphia: Chas. Robson & Co. 1880. 15.
https://archive.org/stream/representativeme00robs#page/n23/mode/2up [2](accessed May 21, 2013).

Subjects: 
Biographies [14]

Judges [15]

Lawyers [16]

Military personnel [17]

Public officials [18]

Authors: 
Manning, John T. [19]

Origin - location: 
Edenton [20]

From: 
Dictionary of North Carolina Biography, University of North Carolina Press. [21]

1 January 1991 | Manning, John T.

Source URL:https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/manning-thomas-courtland

Links
[1] https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/manning-thomas-courtland [2] https://archive.org/stream/representativeme00robs#page/n23/mode/2up [3]
https://www.ncpedia.org/edenton [4] https://www.ncpedia.org/university-north-carolina-chapel-hi [5] https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/moore-thomas-
overton [6] https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/manning-john-jr [7] https://archive.org/stream/northcarolinauni18861887#page/n89/mode/2up [8]
https://www.ncdcr.gov/about/history/division-historical-resources/nc-highway-historical-marker-program/Markers.aspx?
sp=Markers&amp;k=Markers&amp;sv=A-67 [9] http://www.lasc.org/Bicentennial/justices/Manning_Thomas.aspx [10]
http://query.nytimes.com/mem/archive-free/pdf?res=F10A11F83A5410738DDDA80894D1405B8684F0D3 [11]
http://www.lib.unc.edu/mss/inv/m/Manning,Thomas_C.html [12] http://books.google.com/books?
id=PUEVLgOq83EC&amp;ots=JKEv7UO87G&amp;pg=PA68#v=onepage&amp;q&amp;f=false [13] http://books.google.com/books?
id=lHIxq9iDgYQC&amp;ots=I3Pd6jHvXV&amp;pg=RA1-PA462#v=onepage&amp;q&amp;f=false [14]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term [15] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/judges [16]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/lawyers [17] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/soldiers [18]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/public-officials [19] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/authors/manning-john-t  [20]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/coastal-56 [21] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no

2

https://archive.org/stream/northcarolinauni18861887#page/n89/mode/2up
https://www.ncdcr.gov/about/history/division-historical-resources/nc-highway-historical-marker-program/Markers.aspx?sp=Markers&k=Markers&sv=A-67
http://www.lasc.org/Bicentennial/justices/Manning_Thomas.aspx
http://query.nytimes.com/mem/archive-free/pdf?res=F10A11F83A5410738DDDA80894D1405B8684F0D3
http://www.lib.unc.edu/mss/inv/m/Manning,Thomas_C.html
http://books.google.com/books?id=PUEVLgOq83EC&ots=JKEv7UO87G&pg=PA68#v=onepage&q&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=lHIxq9iDgYQC&ots=I3Pd6jHvXV&pg=RA1-PA462#v=onepage&q&f=false
https://archive.org/stream/representativeme00robs#page/n23/mode/2up
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/judges
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/lawyers
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/soldiers
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/public-officials
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/authors/manning-john-t
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/coastal-56
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/manning-thomas-courtland
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/manning-thomas-courtland
https://www.ncpedia.org/edenton
https://www.ncpedia.org/university-north-carolina-chapel-hi
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/moore-thomas-overton
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/manning-john-jr
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/judges
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/lawyers
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/soldiers
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/public-officials
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/authors/manning-john-t
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/coastal-56
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no

	Manning, Thomas Courtland [1]
	Manning, Thomas Courtland
	14 Sept. 1825–11 Oct. 1887


