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d. May 1744

John Montgomery, chief justice, attorney general, and Assembly [2] member in colonial North Carolina, was appointed
attorney general on 23 Aug. 1723 during the administration of Governor William Reed [3], although, according to North
Carolina Government, 1585–1979, there is no evidence that Montgomery actually served at this time. Reappointed
attorney general on 30 Nov. 1730, he was suspended from office on 30 Sept. 1734 by Governor George Burrington [4].
Burrington appointed John Hodgson to succeed Montgomery; however, Hodgson served only for the two months left in
Burrington's term, if he actually served at all. Either Montgomery was restored to office by Burrington's successor,
Governor Gabriel Johnston [5], or he never left the post. Montgomery remained attorney general until he was
commissioned as chief justice by the Crown in March 1741. While attorney general, he was appointed (1732) deputy
inspector and comptroller general for quitrents [6] for the colony.

He also served as Tyrrell County [7] representative to North Carolina's Third, Fourth, and Fifth Assembly (1738–41). As a
legislator, he demonstrated leadership as chairman of the Committee of the Whole and of an important committee dealing
with the transportation of the king's troops. In addition to his service in the Assembly, he was a justice of the peace for
Chowan County [8] for two terms (March 1735 and 1739).

Montgomery continued as chief justice until his death. His will was probated in Chowan County [8] before Governor
Johnston on 22 May 1744. He devised his estate to his wife, Anne Laster; the will made no mention of any children or
other relatives. Montgomery was succeeded by Chief Justice Edward Moseley [9].
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