
Published on NCpedia (https://www.ncpedia.org)

Home > Nicholson, William McNeal

Nicholson, William McNeal [1]

Nicholson, William McNeal
by C. Sylvester Green [2], 1991

27 Sept. 1905–8 Sept. 1974

Senior portrait of William McNeal Nicholson,
from the Trinity College of Duke University
yearbook The Chanticleer, Vol. XIV, published
1927 by the Senior Class, Duke University,
Durham, NC.  [3]William McNeal Nicholson, medical educator, was born in Bath, the son
of John T. and Annie K. Nicholson. After graduation from a local high school, he entered Duke University [4] in the fall of
1923 and was graduated with a bachelor of arts degree in 1927. He subsequently entered Johns Hopkins Medical School
[5], Baltimore, where he received a doctor of medicine degree in 1931.

Remaining at Johns Hopkins, Nicholson served first as resident house officer (1931–32), then as assistant in pathology
(1932–35). From 1933 to 1935 he was the John J. Archbold Fellow in Medicine at Johns Hopkins Hospital. In 1935 he
returned to Duke as an instructor in medicine, and in 1952 he was promoted to full professor. Early he became chief of the
Metabolism Clinic and director of postgraduate education. For eight years (1960–68) he was assistant dean of the Duke
School of Medicine, in charge of continuing medical education. He remained professor of medicine and endocrinology
until his death.

Nicholson enjoyed membership in numerous professional organizations, including the American Clinical and
Climatological Association, American College of Physicians (Fellow), American Diabetes Association, American Medical
Association, American Society for Clinical Investigations, Durham-Orange County Medical Association (president, 1952–
53), North Carolina Medical Society [6], and Southern Medical Association (secretary [1946–47] and chairman [1948],
Medical Section). He was certified by the American Board of Internal Medicine. Nicholson was a member of several
fraternities: Phi Beta Kappa (scholarship), Alpha Omega Alpha (social), and Sigma Xi (science). A longtime chairman of
the editorial board of the North Carolina Medical Journal, [7] he contributed scholarly and comprehensive oversight as well
as articles on his medical research and observations.

When Nicholson began his forty-year career at the Duke School of Medicine, the school and Duke Hospital were in their
formative years; he provided a complementary scholarship and medical skill that did much to establish both institutions as
leaders in medical education and service. He was the author of more than thirty articles appearing in professional journals
and was in constant demand as a consultant. Nicholson was particularly proud of the large number of successful
physicians and specialists who had trained under him at Duke.

On 30 Nov. 1926 he married Eunice Stamey. They had three children: Anne Katherine, William McNeal, Jr., and Samuel
Thorne. He died several weeks before his sixty-ninth birthday. Funeral services were held in Durham, with interment in
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Maplewood Cemetery.
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