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Dr. Joseph Banks Rhine, 1956. Image from
the State Archives of North Carolina.  [3]Joseph Banks Rhine, psychologist, parapsychologist, and university
professor, was born in Waterloo, Pa., the son of Samuel Ellis and Elizabeth Ellen Vaughan Rhine. He spent a part of his
youth in Ohio, served in the Marine Corps during World War I [4], and entered the University of Chicago in 1919. There he
was awarded the B.S. degree in botany in 1922, an M.S. degree in 1923, and the Ph.D. in 1925. During the years 1924–
26 he taught botany at West Virginia University, where he became interested in extrasensory perception. The work of
William McDougall [5] in experimental psychology at Harvard University attracted him, and he studied there in 1926–27;
after McDougall moved to Duke University [6], Rhine also went to Duke. First named a Fellow, in 1928 he became a
psychology instructor and in time rose to the rank of full professor.

McDougall, Rhine, and other colleagues established the Parapsychology Laboratory [7] at Duke and conducted
experiments in telepathy, clairvoyance, psychokinesis, and precognition. After the publication in 1934 of Rhine's book,
Extra-Sensory Perception, worldwide attention was drawn to his work. In 1940 he became director of the laboratory, and
from 1964 to 1968 he was director of the Institute of Parapsychology, an independent organization that he founded in
Durham. While much of Rhine's early work was rejected by scientists, a New York Times survey in 1980 reported that "a
majority of American scientists accept at least the possibility of ESP [extra-sensory perception]."

Rhine was the author of numerous other books and articles in both scholarly journals and popular magazines. Among
them were New Frontiers of the Mind [8] (1937), The Reach of the Mind [9] (1947), and New World of the Mind [10] (1953). He
was coauthor of Extra-Sensory Perception After Sixty Years [11] (1940) and editor of the Journal of Parapsychology [12].

In 1920 he married Louisa Ella Weckesser, who participated with him in his research and publications. They were the
parents of Robert Eldon, Sara Louise, Elizabeth Ellen, and Rosemary. He died at his home near Hillsborough and a
memorial service was held in Duke Chapel.
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Professor William
McDougall, 1938. Image
from Flickr user Duke
Yearlook/Duke University
Archives.  [13]References:

Denis Brian, The Enchanted Voyage: The Life of J. B. Rhine (1982).

Charlotte Observer, 21 Feb. 1980.

Durham Sun, 21 Mar. 1983.

Raleigh News and Observer, 22 July 1951, 22 Nov. 1953.

Who's Who in the South and Southwest (1954).

Additional Resources:

Mackenzie, Brian. "Joseph Banks Rhine: 1895 - 1980." The American Journal of Psychology  94, no. 4 (December 1981).
649-653. http://www.jstor.org/stable/1422426 [14] (accessed October 25, 2013).

Louisa E. Rhine Papers 1890-1983. David M. Rubenstein Rare Book & Manuscript Library, Duke University.
http://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/findingaids/rhine/ [15] (accessed October 25, 2013).

McVaugh, Michael, and Mauskopf, Seymour H. "J. B. Rhine's Extra-Sensory Perception and Its Background in Psychical
Research." Isis 67, no. 2 (June 1976). 160-189. http://www.jstor.org/stable/230921 [16] (accessed October 25, 2013).

Image Credits:

Westmoreland, Alan. "Head shot of Dr. J. B. Rhine, Director of the Parapsychology Laboratory at Duke University, 1956."
Call # N.2000.7.32, State Archives of North Carolina [3].

"William McDougall, 1938." Image from Flickr user Duke Yearlook/Duke University Archives.
https://www.flickr.com/photos/dukeyearlook/4525716923/ [13] (accessed August 2, 2012).

Subjects: 
Biographies [17]

Educators [18]

Mental health [19]

Popular Culture and Pop Culture [20]

Authors: 
Powell, William S. [21]

Origin - location: 
Duke University [22]

Hillsborough [23]

From: 
Dictionary of North Carolina Biography, University of North Carolina Press. [24]

1 January 1994 | Powell, William S.

Source URL:https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/rhine-joseph-banks

Links
[1] https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/rhine-joseph-banks [2] https://www.ncpedia.org/rhine-research-center [3] https://archives.ncdcr.gov/ [4]
https://www.ncpedia.org/world-war-i [5] https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/mcdougall-william [6] https://www.ncpedia.org/duke-university [7]
http://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/findingaids/paralab/ [8] https://www.worldcat.org/oclc/217590 [9] https://www.worldcat.org/oclc/260131 [10]
https://www.worldcat.org/oclc/998560 [11] https://www.worldcat.org/oclc/1820830 [12] http://rhine.org/what-we-do/journal-of-parapsychology.html [13]
https://www.flickr.com/photos/dukeyearlook/4525716923/ [14] http://www.jstor.org/stable/1422426 [15]
http://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/findingaids/rhine/ [16] http://www.jstor.org/stable/230921 [17] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-

2

https://www.flickr.com/photos/dukeyearlook/4525716923/
http://www.jstor.org/stable/1422426
http://library.duke.edu/rubenstein/findingaids/rhine/
http://www.jstor.org/stable/230921
https://archives.ncdcr.gov/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/dukeyearlook/4525716923/
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/educators
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/mental-health
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/pop-culture
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/authors/powell-william-s-0
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmon-34
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont-6
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/rhine-joseph-banks
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/rhine-joseph-banks
https://www.ncpedia.org/rhine-research-center
https://www.ncpedia.org/world-war-i
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/mcdougall-william
https://www.ncpedia.org/duke-university


term [18] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/educators [19] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/mental-health [20]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/pop-culture [21] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/authors/powell-william-s-0 [22]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmon-34 [23] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont-6 [24]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no

3

https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/educators
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/mental-health
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/pop-culture
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/authors/powell-william-s-0
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmon-34
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont-6
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no

	Rhine, Joseph Banks [1]
	Rhine, Joseph Banks
	29 Sept. 1895–20 Feb. 1980


