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26 Oct. 1878–25 Feb. 1931

Edward Gallatin Roberts, attorney and public official, was born in Flat Creek, Buncombe County [2], the son of Mary
Elizabeth Buckner and Jacob R. Roberts. He attended Weaverville College, Washington College, and King College, the
latter two institutions in Tennessee. After teaching school for several years he entered Wake Forest College [3] in 1902 to
study law. Admitted to the bar in 1904, he established his practice in Asheville [4] and was county attorney in 1911 and
1912, represented Buncombe County in the General Assembly [5] in 1911, 1913, 1915, and 1917, and was mayor of
Asheville from 1919 to 1923 and from 1927 to December 1930, when he resigned. In the General Assembly he supported
the adoption of the Australian (secret) ballot and introduced a bill to secure it for his county. He also worked diligently for
woman suffrage [6] and in 1917 introduced a bill in the legislature to confer municipal suffrage on women.

Roberts also held various local posts in the Democratic [7] party, was a popular speaker during World War I [8], and was
active in the Presbyterian church [9] as an elder and a teacher of the men's Bible class. He was twice elected president of
the North Carolina Forestry [10] Association. In addition, he was president of the State Municipal Association for three
terms, a director of the Bank of West Asheville, and a member of the board of the Central Bank and Trust Company. Early
in December 1930 the Central Bank failed with more than $4 million in city funds on deposit. Six public officials and eleven
bankers were charged with conspiracy. Protesting his innocence and that of several others who had been accused,
Gallatin Roberts committed suicide in an office above the bank. He left a long, moving note addressed to the people of
Asheville in which he reminded them of his long years of service, concluding: "My soul is sensitive, and it has been
wounded unto death. I have given my life for my city, and I am innocent. I did what I thought was right."

In 1907 Roberts married Mary Altha Sams, and they were the parents of two children, Edward Gallatin, Jr., and Margaret
Evelyn.
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