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Congressman Thomas Ruffin, 1859. Image from
the Library of Congress.  [2]Thomas Ruffin, attorney, congressman, and Confederate officer, was
born in Greene County [3] not long before his parents, Henry John Gray and Mary (Polly) Tartt Ruffin, moved to their new
plantation near Louisburg in Franklin County [4]. After attending a private academy, he received a B.A. degree from The
University of North Carolina [5] in 1841 and then studied law under George E. Badger [6] of Raleigh before beginning his
practice in the new town of Goldsboro.

Having decided to try his fortune in the Ozark region of Missouri, Ruffin became circuit attorney for the Seventh Judicial
District there and attained considerable recognition in 1844–48 as an "upholder of law and order" despite the considerable
personal risk. In 1846 The University of North Carolina awarded him an M.A. degree. On 31 August he became first
lieutenant of the Ozark Mountain Guards, First Infantry Regiment, which had been organized for the Santa Fe Expedition
and continued to campaign in the southwest, without actually crossing the border, during the course of the Mexican War
[7].

Returning to Goldsboro by 1850, Ruffin resumed the practice of law and became active in local Democratic [8] affairs. The
wealthy and childless Dr. Josiah O. Watson [9], who had married a sister of Ruffin's mother, thought so highly of him that
Watson's will of 1852 enriched Ruffin with a large plantation in Johnston County [10]. This plantation also included fifty-one
enslaved people. The uncle's generosity was not misplaced, because his nephew served as a representative to the U.S.
Congress from 4 Mar. 1853 to 3 Mar. 1861 and to the special Peace Congress of 4–27 Feb. 1861. Ruffin resigned shortly
after the secession [11] of North Carolina and represented the Second North Carolina District in the Provincial Congress [12]

of the Confederate States held at Richmond during the period 18 June–25 July 1861.

On 16 May 1861, after declining the rank of colonel of an infantry regiment, Ruffin became captain of Company H, Ninth
North Carolina (First Cavalry) Regiment [13], Confederate States of America. He was actively engaged most of the time
until captured on 29 June 1862 at Willis Church, Va., and confined briefly at Fort Warren near Boston before being
exchanged at Aiken's Landing on 5 August. In a fierce cavalry charge at the Battle of Gettysburg, he received a serious
saber cut on the head but shot and killed the Union officer who had inflicted it.

Ruffin had been elevated to the rank of major on 29 June but was promoted to lieutenant colonel on 23 July, the day after
being admitted to the military hospital at Richmond. On 15 October he was "mortally wounded during a successful charge"
at Auburn's Mill, near Fairfax Court House, where he fell from his horse and was captured with a minié ball in his forehead.
He died unmarried in the Federal Military Hospital at Alexandria. His remains were placed in a private vault at the hospital,
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and all his personal effects were carefully preserved by some Southern women until they could be returned safely to his
family in Franklin County.
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Congress.  [14]References:

Clement A. Evans, ed., Confederate Military History, vol. 4 [15](1899).

North Carolina Biography, vol. 3 (1928).

A Biographical Directory of the American Congress (1971).

Additional Resources:

"Ruffin, Thomas, (1820 - 1863)." Biographical Directory of the United States Congress. Washington, D.C.: The Congress.
http://bioguide.congress.gov/scripts/biodisplay.pl?index=R000499 [16] (accessed April 5, 2013).

Barringer, Rufus. "Ninth Regiment (First Cavalry)." Histories of the several regiments and battalions from North Carolina,
in the great war 1861-'65: Volume 1. Raleigh [N.C.]:E.M. Uzzell. 1901. 417.
https://digital.ncdcr.gov/Documents/Detail/histories-of-the-several-regiments-and-battalions-from-north-carolina-in-the-
great-war-1861-65-vol.-1/3931258?item=3936331 [13] (accessed April 5, 2013).

Cheek, W.H. "Additional Sketch Ninth Regiment (First Cavalry)." 445. Histories of the several regiments and battalions
from North Carolina, in the great war 1861-'65: Volume 1. Raleigh [N.C.]:E.M. Uzzell. 1901. 
https://digital.ncdcr.gov/Documents/Detail/histories-of-the-several-regiments-and-battalions-from-north-carolina-in-the-
great-war-1861-65-vol.-1/3931258?item=3937150 [17] (accessed April 5, 2013).

Image Credits:

Vannerson, Julian. "[Thomas Ruffin, Representative from North Carolina, Thirty-fifth Congress, half-length portrait]." 
Photograph. McClees' gallery of photographic portraits of the senators, representatives & delegates of the thirty-fifth
Congress. Washington, D.C.: McClees & Beck, [1859]. 143. Prints and Photographs Division, Library of Congress.
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2010649182/ [2] (accessed April 5, 2013).

"Hon. Thos. Ruffin of N.C." Photograph. Brady-Handy Collection. Prints and Photographs Division, Library of Congress.
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/brh2003003198/PP/ [14] (accessed April 5, 2013).

Subjects: 
Biographies [18]

Lawyers [19]

Military personnel [20]

Public officials [21]

Authors: 
Johnston, Hugh B., Jr. [22]

Origin - location: 
2

http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/brh2003003198/PP/
https://archive.org/details/confedmilhist04evanrich
http://bioguide.congress.gov/scripts/biodisplay.pl?index=R000499
https://digital.ncdcr.gov/Documents/Detail/histories-of-the-several-regiments-and-battalions-from-north-carolina-in-the-great-war-1861-65-vol.-1/3931258?item=3936331
https://digital.ncdcr.gov/Documents/Detail/histories-of-the-several-regiments-and-battalions-from-north-carolina-in-the-great-war-1861-65-vol.-1/3931258?item=3937150
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2010649182/
http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/brh2003003198/PP/
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/lawyers
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/soldiers
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/public-officials
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/authors/johnston-hugh-buck


Johnston County [23]

Goldsboro [24]

Franklin County [25]

From: 
Dictionary of North Carolina Biography, University of North Carolina Press. [26]

1 January 1994 | Johnston, Hugh B., Jr.

Source URL:https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/ruffin-thomas-0

Links
[1] https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/ruffin-thomas-0 [2] http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/2010649182/ [3] https://www.ncpedia.org/geography/greene
[4] https://www.ncpedia.org/geography/franklin [5] https://www.ncpedia.org/university-north-carolina-chapel-hi [6]
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/badger-george-edmund [7] https://www.ncpedia.org/mexican-war [8] https://www.ncpedia.org/democratic-party [9]
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/watson-josiah-ogden [10] https://www.ncpedia.org/geography/johnston [11] https://www.ncpedia.org/history/cw-
1900/secession [12] https://www.ncpedia.org/provincial-congresses [13] https://digital.ncdcr.gov/Documents/Detail/histories-of-the-several-regiments-
and-battalions-from-north-carolina-in-the-great-war-1861-65-vol.-1/3931258?item=3936331 [14] http://www.loc.gov/pictures/item/brh2003003198/PP/
[15] https://archive.org/details/confedmilhist04evanrich [16] http://bioguide.congress.gov/scripts/biodisplay.pl?index=R000499 [17]
https://digital.ncdcr.gov/Documents/Detail/histories-of-the-several-regiments-and-battalions-from-north-carolina-in-the-great-war-1861-65-vol.-
1/3931258?item=3937150 [18] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term [19] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/lawyers [20]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/soldiers [21] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/public-officials [22]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/authors/johnston-hugh-buck [23] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/coastal-11 [24]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/coastal-45 [25] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont/f [26]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no

3

https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/coastal-11
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/coastal-45
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont/f
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/ruffin-thomas-0
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/ruffin-thomas-0
https://www.ncpedia.org/geography/greene
https://www.ncpedia.org/geography/franklin
https://www.ncpedia.org/university-north-carolina-chapel-hi
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/badger-george-edmund
https://www.ncpedia.org/mexican-war
https://www.ncpedia.org/democratic-party
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/watson-josiah-ogden
https://www.ncpedia.org/geography/johnston
https://www.ncpedia.org/history/cw-1900/secession
https://www.ncpedia.org/provincial-congresses
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/lawyers
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/soldiers
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/public-officials
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/authors/johnston-hugh-buck
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/coastal-11
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/coastal-45
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont/f
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no

	Ruffin, Thomas [1]
	Ruffin, Thomas
	9 Sept. 1820–18 Oct. 1863


