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An 1817 book inscribed by
Thomas Settle. Image from the
North Carolina Museum of
History.
[2]Thomas Settle, congressman and superior court judge, was the son of David and Rhoda Mullins Settle ofRockingham County [3] and a member of one of the most
important political dynasties in North Carolina history. He was the father of Thomas Settle, Jr. [4], legislator, supreme court justice, and a founder of the North CarolinaRepublican party [5]; the uncle
and father-in-law of David S. Reid [6], senator and governor; and the uncle by marriage of Stephen A. Douglas, of Illinois, the prominent senator and presidential candidate in 1860.
Settle was educated by tutors, read law, and was admitted to the bar in 1816. In the same year he was elected to the North Carolina House of Commons, where he served on the committees of
propositions and grievances and privileges and elections. The next year he defeated Bartlett Yancey [7] for a seat in the U.S. House of Representatives and won another term, serving in the Fifteenth
and Sixteenth congresses (1817–21). Declining to run again, probably because he had recently married, he returned to his law practice. Settle ran for the House of Commons again in 1826 and in
the two succeeding sessions. He was an active member of the General Assembly [8] in both committee work and floor debate. For two sessions he served on a conference committee, the committee
of propositions and grievances, and a select committee on the wool tariff. When Speaker of the House James Iredell [9] won the governorship, Settle was elected speaker on 6 Dec. 1827 to succeed
him.
He served as speaker of the house throughout the 1828 legislative session. In this assemblyRobert Potter [10] sponsored resolutions to investigate mismanagement of banks in the state and to
prosecute the banks in order to cancel their charters. Some banks were indeed poorly managed, but Potter's resolutions threatened the whole banking structure of North Carolina. The House of
Commons vote was a tie, and Speaker Settle cast the deciding vote against the resolution to prosecute the banks. After this session he did not seek reelection.
On 24 Dec. 1832 the legislature voted to send Settle to the state superior court. After serving ably on the bench for twenty-two years, he resigned on 1 Aug. 1854 because of declining health. In his
day he was one of the most highly respected superior court judges in the state. A contemporary and early biographer, John H. Wheeler [11], wrote that Settle was "distinguished for his ability as a
statesman and as a judge, and esteemed for his virtues, learning, and deportment." After the founding of the Whig party [12] in the 1830s, Settle was considered one of its leading members. In 1836 he
was nominated for a seat in the U.S. Senate but was defeated in the legislature by one vote. Settle became a trustee of The University of North Carolina [13] in 1826 and remained on the board until
his death in 1857. An active Baptist, he was a member of the Hogan's Creek Church [14] and was moderator of the Beulah Association for a number of years. He served as a trustee ofWake Forest
College [15]. In his lifetime he accumulated several thousand acres of land, incorporating several large plantations. In 1850 he owned thirty slaves.
On 21 Sept. 1820 Settle married Henrietta Williams Graves (1799–1886), ofCaswell County [16], the daughter of Azariah and Elizabeth Williams Graves and the sister of Calvin Graves, a state
legislator. Thomas and Henrietta Settle had four daughters and two sons: Henrietta Williams and Caroline L., twins born on 7 Oct. 1824 (Henrietta married Governor David S. Reid [6], and Caroline
married the governor's brother, Hugh K. Reid); Thomas, Jr. [4], born 23 Jan. 1831; Fannie K., born 10 Nov. 1833 (married first J. W. Covington and then, after his death,Oliver H. Dockery [17]; David A.,
born 7 Nov. 1839 (remained unmarried); and Elizabeth, born in 1842 and died young. Thomas and Henrietta Settle died in Rockingham County and were buried in the family cemetery near Reidsville.
Photographs of the Settles are in possession of the family.
References:
Kemp P. Battle, Sketches of the University of North Carolina (1889).
Biog. Dir. Am. Cong. (1950).
Journals of the Senate and House of Commons of the General Assembly of the State of North Carolina(1816, 1826–28).
John W. Moore, "Early Baptist Laymen in North Carolina" (a scrapbook ofBiblical Recorder clippings in the North Carolina Collection, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill).
William R. Reece, The Settle-Suttle Family (1974).
Rockingham County Deeds and Wills.
Richard R. Saunders, Open Doors and Closed Windows (1948).
Settle Family Cemetery, Rockingham County.
U.S. Census, 1850.
John H. Wheeler, ed., Reminiscences and Memoirs of North Carolina and Eminent North Carolinians (reprint, 1966).
Additional Resources:
"Settle, Thomas, (1789 - 1857)." Biographical Directory of the United States Congress. United States Government. http://bioguide.congress.gov/scripts/biodisplay.pl?index=S000254 [18] (accessed
March 19, 2013).
Thomas Settle Papers, 1808-1879 (collection no. 00656-z). The Southern Historical Collection. Louis Round Wilson Special Collections Library. University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.
http://www.lib.unc.edu/mss/inv/s/Settle,Thomas.html [19] (accessed March 19, 2013).
Stokes, T.D. "County Builders." Rockingham County, economic and social : a laboratory study at the University of North Carolina, Department of Rural Economics and Sociology.[Chapel Hill, N.C. :
The Rockingham County Club, University of North Carolina]. 1918. https://archive.org/stream/rockinghamcount00univ#page/8/mode/2up [20]
"Settle, Judge Thomas Sr" The Baptist encyclopædia; a dictionary of the doctrines, ordinances, usages, confessions of faith, sufferings, labors, and successes, and of the general history of the
Baptist denomination in all lands. Philadelphia : L. H. Everts. 1881. 1042. https://archive.org/stream/baptistencyclop00cath#page/1042/mode/2up [21]
Image Credits:
"Book, Accession #: S.1981.27.215 [22]." 1817. North Carolina Historic Sites.
Subjects:
Biography [23]
Judges [24]
Lawyers [25]
Planters [26]
Public officials [27]
UNC Press [28]

1

Authors:
Butler, Lindley S. [29]
Origin - location:
Rockingham County [30]
From:
Dictionary of North Carolina Biography, University of North Carolina Press.[31]
1 January 1994 | Butler, Lindley S.
Source URL: https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/settle-thomas
Links
[1] https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/settle-thomas
[2]
https://www.ncpedia.org/collections.ncdcr.gov/dcr/ProficioScript.aspx%3FIDCFile%3DDETAILS.IDC%2CTITLE%3DNEW%20SEARCH%2CURL%3Dsearch.html%2CSPECIFIC%3D169867%2CDATABASE%3DWebTagSet634992873816339672%2C
[3] https://www.ncpedia.org/geography/rockingham
[4] https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/settle-thomas-jr
[5] https://www.ncpedia.org/republican-party
[6] https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/reid-david-settle
[7] https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/yancey-bartlett
[8] https://www.ncpedia.org/general-assembly
[9] https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/iredell-james-sr
[10] https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/potter-robert
[11] https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/wheeler-john-hill
[12] https://www.ncpedia.org/whig-party
[13] https://www.ncpedia.org/university-north-carolina-chapel-hi
[14] http://www.hoganscreekmbc.com/home.htm
[15] https://www.ncpedia.org/wake-forest-university
[16] https://www.ncpedia.org/geography/caswell
[17] https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/dockery-oliver-hart
[18] http://bioguide.congress.gov/scripts/biodisplay.pl?index=S000254
[19] http://www.lib.unc.edu/mss/inv/s/Settle,Thomas.html
[20] https://archive.org/stream/rockinghamcount00univ#page/8/mode/2up
[21] https://archive.org/stream/baptistencyclop00cath#page/1042/mode/2up
[22] http://collections.ncdcr.gov/RediscoveryProficioPublicSearch/ShowItem.aspx?169867+
[23] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/biography-term
[24] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/judges
[25] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/lawyers
[26] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/planters
[27] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/public-officials
[28] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/unc-press
[29] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/authors/butler-lindley-s
[30] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/origin-location/piedmont/r
[31] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/dictionary-no

2

