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by Carol Dalton Deaton, 1996

19 Jan. 1837–11 May 1914

Portrait of Vines Edmunds Turner, in Samuel A. Ashe's
Biographical History of North Carolina, Vol. 6,
published 1907. Vines Edmunds Turner, dentist, businessman, Confederate
soldier, and civic leader, was born in Franklin County [2], the son of Archibald Adams, a farmer and businessman, and
Mary Anne Howze Turner. His most distinguished brother was Henry Gray Turner [3], a congressman from Georgia and
associate justice of the Georgia Supreme Court. As a young man, Vines Turner attended the Henderson Male Academy
until he went into the hardware business with his father in Henderson. At age nineteen, he enrolled in the Baltimore
College of Dental Surgery, from which he was graduated with a D.D.S. degree in March 1858.

Returning to Henderson, Turner practiced dentistry until the Civil War [4] broke out in 1861. He immediately enlisted in the
Granville Rifles and served until commissioned a second lieutenant in Company G, Twenty-third North Carolina Infantry
Regiment, on 11 June 1861. Due to his superior performance, he was selected as adjutant of the regiment on 10 May
1862. He fought in the battles at Williamsburg, Mechanicsville, South Mountain, Sharpsburg, Fredericksburg, and Cold
Harbor. He was wounded at Cold Harbor on 27 June 1862 and received a minor injury at Mechanicsville when his horse
was killed and fell on him. Beginning in the spring of 1863, Turner served successively as a captain on the staffs of
General Stephen D. Ramseur [5], General John Pegram, and General James A. Walker. His military career ended when
General Walker surrendered at Appomattox.

After the war Turner resumed his dental practice in Henderson. On 24 September 1868 he married Zene H. Lassiter, who
died on 26 May 1869. Around 1870 he moved to Raleigh and in September 1874 married Love Gales Root, the daughter
of Charles B. [6] and Anna Freeman Gales Root. Dr. and Mrs. Turner had three children: Charles Root, who became a
physician and dentist; Mary Archer, who married Henry Merryman Wilson; and Henry Gray, who became a physician and
surgeon.

Active in many professional organizations, Turner was a charter member and served for two terms as president of the
North Carolina Dental Society. From 1894 until his death, he was president of the Board of Dental Examiners of North
Carolina; he was also president of the Southern Dental Association. In 1887 and 1904 he was vice-president of the Third
and Fourth International Medical Congresses at Washington, D.C., and St. Louis, and in 1893 he sat on many committees
at the Columbian Dental Congress in Chicago. He was elected president of the National Association of Dental Examiners
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in 1901. In the National Dental Association, he served as treasurer (1904–6) and president (1908). President Woodrow
Wilson appointed him an assistant dental surgeon (1913) and a member of the Examining Board of Dental Surgeons,
Dental Reserve Corps, U.S. Army.

In addition, Vines Turner was involved in the business and social life of Raleigh. He was a director of the North Carolina
Railroad Company [7] (1894–96 and 1901–6) and a founder of the Raleigh Street Railway, serving as its president for three
years. Later he was a director of the Raleigh Electric Company [8], which bought the Raleigh Street Railway [9]. For almost
twenty-five years, he was a director of the Raleigh Savings Bank. Turner was one of the founders of the Capital Club and
a member of the William G. Hill Masonic [10] Lodge, No. 218. An Episcopalian, he belonged to Christ Church. He was an
active Democrat.

Turner died of edema of the lungs and heart failure due to diabetes mellitus. He was buried in Raleigh.
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