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A 1906 engraving of Cyrus
Barksdale Watson. Image from
Archive.org.  [2]Cyrus Barksdale Watson, legislator, attorney, and politician, was born in that part of
Stokes County [3], near Kernersville, that is now in Forsyth County [4]. He was the son of John W. and Maria Folger Watson.
His paternal grandfather was Drewry Watson, a native of Scotland who settled in Prince Edward County, Va., in 1740 and
married a Barksdale of Halifax County, Va., for whom his grandson was named. Watson's formal education began when
he entered the school at Kernersville at age fifteen, but he soon left to join the Confederate army.

In the spring of 1863 he enlisted as a private in Company K, Forty-fifth North Carolina Regiment, at Camp Mangum near
Raleigh. This unit saw action in the Army of Northern Virginia, Ewell's Corps, Rhodes's Division. Watson, whose highest
rank was second sergeant, was wounded three times; on the third occasion, at Spottsylvania in May 1864, his shoulder
was shattered. Though not expected to live, he recuperated at home and returned to action before the end of the year.
The wound reopened, however, and he went home. In March 1865 Watson again joined his regiment, this time near
Richmond, unable to bear a gun. His unit was then ordered west to Appomattox. His shoulder wound continued to trouble
him for the rest of his life.

Cyrus Barksdale
Watson.  [5]After the war Watson was employed in farming and as a store clerk, first in Kernersville and later
in High Point [6]. In 1866 he began to study law in Lexington under James Madison Leach [7], who had served in both the
U.S. and Confederate Congresses. Admitted to the bar in 1869, he entered the legal profession in Winston, then a village
of between four and five hundred people. His lifelong practice there was interrupted only by his service in the General
Assembly.

On 14 Nov. 1869 Watson married A. E. Henley, the daughter of W. F. Henley. They had five children: Mary, Alice, Fred,
Netta, and Thomas.

In 1868 Watson was elected as a Democrat [8]to the state senate and served two terms. A fluent debater, he was a
practical and hardworking senator. In 1892 he was elected to the lower house of the General Assembly and served a
single term. Among his committee assignments in the legislature were those on internal improvements [9], the judiciary, the
code, and redistricting.
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Cyrus B. Watson (left) with Clement Manly (right). Image
from Digital Forsyth.  [10]In 1896 Watson was nominated by his party for governor. The
election came during the period of Republican-Populist fusion [11]when three parties ran gubernatorial candidates.
Republican Daniel L. Russell [12] won a plurality, and Watson became the first Democrat to suffer defeat since
Reconstruction [13]. In 1898 the Democrats regained control of both houses in the General Assembly. The next year
Watson was one of the attorneys in the impeachment trial of Republican Chief Justice David M. Furches [14] and Associate
Justice Robert M. Douglas [15]. In 1903 he was an unsuccessful candidate for the Democratic nomination to the U.S.
Senate and thereafter continued to practice law in Winston.

Watson was a member of the Methodist church, the Norfleet Camp of Confederate Veterans, and the Winston-Salem Bar
Association. He died after a long illness and was buried in the Salem Cemetery, Winston-Salem.
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