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by C. Sylvester Green 2, 1996

14 May 1901-2 Feb. 1975

Nathan Anthony Womack, surgeon and medical educator, was born in Reidsville, the son of James Henry and Susan
Margaret Norman Womack. After receiving a bachelor of science degree from The University of North Carolina g (1922)
and an M.D. degree from Washington University, St. Louis, Mo. (1924), he served his internship and residency at Barnes
Hospital, St. Louis, from 1924 to 1927. A traveling fellow in Europe in 1929-30, he returned to the Washington University
School of Medicine and was named professor of surgery in 1947. From 1948 to 1951 he headed the Department of
Surgery at the University of lowa, then became professor of surgery and head of the department in The University of
North Carolina's newly expanded School of Medicine, where he remained for sixteen years.

As a visiting professor for short courses, Womack taught at Yale University, Vanderbilt University, the universities of
Michigan, Wisconsin, Arizona, Kentucky, and elsewhere. He was a member and an officer of a great many medical
societies and contributed more than 120 articles to their journals. In addition, he served on the editorial boards of the
Annals of Surgery and American Surgeon and on the editorial board of The University of North Carolina Press . Citations,
distinguished service awards, and honorary memberships came to him from a variety of sources. At The University of
North Carolina the Nathan A. Womack Surgical Society was organized by his former students.

On 23 Jan. 1937 Womack married Margaret Elizabeth Richardson of Reidsville, and they had a son and a daughter:
James Anthony and Sarah Richardson (Mrs. Thomas A Hruska). An Episcopalian, he was buried in Reidsville.
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