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In 1768, the Colonial Assembly acted upon the entreaties of Mecklenburg County [3] citizens who complained about having
to travel long distances to the county court as a result of the county’s immense size. The decision was made to divide
Mecklenburg County into two separate counties: Mecklenburg and Tryon. The latter was named for Governor William
Tryon [4] who had replaced the previous governor, Arthur Dobbs [5], in 1765.

The legislative act establishing Tryon County did not take effect until April 10, 1769. The first county courtho

Section of Henry Mouzon's 1775 map showing Tryon County. Image from North Carolina Maps.  [6]use was
located on land in what is today Gaston County [7]. In August 1775, four months after the Battle of Lexington,
Massachusetts, 49 Tryon County citizens signed the Tryon Resolves proclaiming their defiance of the British government
and resolution to follow the orders of the Continental Congress. The following month the county officially began forming
militia [8]companies for Patriot service.

In 1779, the General Assembly [9] voted to do away with Tryon County, dividing the land into Lincoln [10]and Rutherford [11]

Counties. Tryon was serving as a British officer at the time, and citizens desperately wanted the county name changed to
reflect their Patriotic sentiments. Lincoln County was named for Major General Benjamin Lincoln of the Continental Army
while Rutherford was named for North Carolina militia leader Griffith Rutherford [12]. In 1846, Lincoln County was divided,
and a portion of what had once been Tryon County became Gaston County, named for U.S. Congressman and jurist
William Gaston [13].

Tryon holds the distinction of being one of four counties whose names were changed during the Revolutionary [14]and
early national period. The others include Dobbs County, formerly named for Arthur Dobbs, which became in 1779 Wayne
and Lenoir Counties; Bute County [15], named for the Earl of Bute, divided in 1779 to form Franklin and Warren Counties;
and Glasgow County, named for James Glasgow [16], which became in 1799 Greene County.
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