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Name (Carolina) and Nicknames (The Old North State or The Tar Heel State)
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NC Government & Heritage Library.

See also: Tar Heel [2]

Carolina

Portrait of King Charles I
c.1632, by Daniel Mytens The word Carolina comes from Carolus, the Latin form of the name Charles.

In 1629, King Charles I granted territory in America to his Attorney General, Sir Robert Heath [3], to be named Carolina, or
the province of Carolina (though later in the same charter the province is referred to as Carolana or New Carolana).

The province was to be comprised of all the land lying between "the Ocean upon the east side & soe to the west & soe
fare as the Continent extends itselfe...." The northern border was to be the 36th parellel (roughly on a line from Kill Devil
Hills to Knoxville Tn.). The southern border was the 31st parellel, thus extending through most of Georgia (the state
border between Florida and Alabama follows this line of latitude).

In 1663, King Charles II granted a new charter to the Lords Proprietors for the same territory. Two years later, the charter
expanded the colony north to 36° 30', thus reaching approximately to the current NC/Va border, and south to 29° N
latitude (just south of Daytona Beach, Florida).

The Old North State

The Carolina colony was divided in 1710, when the Lords Proprietors appointed Edward Hyde [4] to be "...Governour for
North Carolina Independent of the Governour of South Carolina." The southern part was called South Carolina and the
older, northern settlement North Carolina. From this came the nickname the "Old North State."

The first known instance of the phrase is from the Introduction to Joseph Seawell Jones [5]' book Defence of the
Revolutionary History of the State of North Carolina from the Aspersions of Mr. Jefferson [6].

Tar Heel State
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 [7]The origin of this nickname is
mysterious, though most historians agree that the name derives from North Carolina's long history as a producer of naval
stores [8]--tar, pitch, rosin and turpentine--all of which were culled from the State's extensive pine forests. The historians
Hugh Lefler and Albert Newsome, in their book North Carolina: the History of a Southern State (3rd edition, 1973, p. 97)
state categorically that "[i]n fact, North Carolina led the world in the production of naval stores from about 1720 to 1870,
and it was this industry which gave to North Carolina its nickname, 'Tar Heel State'."

Various stories and legends have sprung up to explain where the name came from. Perhaps the most popular is found in
Histories of the Several Regiments and Battalions from North Carolina in the Great War 1861-1865 (edited by Walter
Clark [9]):

Thus after one of the fiercest battles, in which their supporting column was driven from the field and they
successfully fought it out alone, in the exchange of compliments of the occasion the North Carolinians were
greeted with the question from the passing derelict regiment: "Any more tar down in the Old North State,
boys?" Quick as thought came the answer: "No, not a bit; old Jeff's bought it all up." "Is that so; what is he
going to do with it?" was asked. "he is going to put it on you'ns heels to make you stick better in the next fight."
(Vol. 3, p. 376 [10])

The following paragraph appears in R.B. Creecy's Grandfather's Tales of North Carolina History (1901):

During the late unhappy war between the States it [North Carolina] was sometimes called the "Tar-heel State,"
because tar was made in the State, and because in battle the soldiers of North Carolina stuck to their bloody
work as if they had tar on their heels, and when General Lee said, "God bless the Tar-heel boys," they took the
name. (p. 6 [11])

While there may be no direct proof that Robert E. Lee ever spoke in such a fashion, there is at least some indirect
evidence. In a letter dating from 1864 (currently housed in the State Archives [12] and part of the "Tar Heel Collection") from
Colonel Joseph Engelhard describing the Battle of Ream's Station in Virginia, he writes: "It was a ' Tar Heel ' fight, and ...
we got Gen'l Lee to thanking God, which you know means something brilliant."

References and additional resources:

Charter of 1629 [13], Charter of 1663 [14], Charter of 1665 [15] (from the Avalon Project at Yale Law School)

Clark, Walter, ed. 1901. Histories of the several regiments and battalions from North Carolina, in the great war 1861-'65,
Vol. 3. Raleigh: E.M. Uzzell. https://archive.org/details/historiesofsever03clar [10].

Creecy, Richard B. 1901. Grandfather's tales of North Carolina history. Raleigh: Edwards &
Broughton. https://archive.org/details/grandfatherstale00creeuoft [11].

Lefler, Hugh and Albert Newsome. 1973. North Carolina: The history of a southern state. Chapel Hill: University of North
Carolina Press.

Image credits:

Daniel Mytens, Portrait of Charles I (1600-1649),
c.1632. https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Charles_I_%28Daniel_Mytens%29.jpg [16].

Greetings from North Carolina the Tar Heel State, ca. 1930-1945. Accession no. 30450. From the North Carolina
Collection Photographic Archives, Wilson Library, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, Chapel Hill, NC,
USA. https://dc.lib.unc.edu/cdm/ref/collection/nc_post/id/438 [7].

2

https://dc.lib.unc.edu/cdm/ref/collection/nc_post/id/438
https://www.ncpedia.org/naval-stores
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/clark-walter-oah
https://archive.org/details/historiesofsever03clar
https://archive.org/details/grandfatherstale00creeuoft
https://archives.ncdcr.gov
https://avalon.law.yale.edu/17th_century/heath.asp
https://avalon.law.yale.edu/17th_century/nc01.asp
https://avalon.law.yale.edu/17th_century/nc04.asp
https://archive.org/details/historiesofsever03clar
https://archive.org/details/grandfatherstale00creeuoft
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Charles_I_%28Daniel_Mytens%29.jpg
https://dc.lib.unc.edu/cdm/ref/collection/nc_post/id/438


Subjects: 
Slogans, slang, and sayings [17]

State Symbols [18]

Authors: 
Case, Steven [19]

From: 
Government & Heritage Library, State Library of North Carolina. [20]

1 June 2007 | Case, Steven

Source URL:https://www.ncpedia.org/name-carolina-and-nicknames-old

Links
[1] https://www.ncpedia.org/name-carolina-and-nicknames-old [2] https://www.ncpedia.org/tar-heel [3] https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/heath-robert
[4] https://www.ncpedia.org/hyde-edward [5] https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/jones-joseph-seawell [6]
https://archive.org/details/defenceofrevolut00jone [7] https://dc.lib.unc.edu/cdm/ref/collection/nc_post/id/438 [8] https://www.ncpedia.org/naval-stores
[9] https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/clark-walter-oah [10] https://archive.org/details/historiesofsever03clar [11]
https://archive.org/details/grandfatherstale00creeuoft [12] https://archives.ncdcr.gov [13] https://avalon.law.yale.edu/17th_century/heath.asp [14]
https://avalon.law.yale.edu/17th_century/nc01.asp [15] https://avalon.law.yale.edu/17th_century/nc04.asp [16]
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Charles_I_%28Daniel_Mytens%29.jpg [17] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/slang [18]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/state-symbol [19] https://www.ncpedia.org/category/authors/case-steven [20]
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/government

3

https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/slang
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/state-symbol
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/authors/case-steven
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/government
https://www.ncpedia.org/name-carolina-and-nicknames-old
https://www.ncpedia.org/name-carolina-and-nicknames-old
https://www.ncpedia.org/tar-heel
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/heath-robert
https://www.ncpedia.org/hyde-edward
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/jones-joseph-seawell
https://www.ncpedia.org/naval-stores
https://www.ncpedia.org/biography/clark-walter-oah
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/slang
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/subjects/state-symbol
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/authors/case-steven
https://www.ncpedia.org/category/entry-source/government

	Name (Carolina) and Nicknames (The Old North State or The Tar Heel State) [1]
	State Names and Nicknames
	Carolina
	The Old North State
	Tar Heel State


