
North Carolina State Boat: Shad Boat 
 
Shad boats are the official state boats of North Carolina. They were first 
created around Roanoke Island after the Civil War in the 1870s by George 
Washington Creef. Early shad boats had round bottoms with curved 
frames and a high, square stern to hold nets. The combination of the 
round bottom, sturdy hull, and multiple sails helped fishermen move in the 
sometimes dangerous waters. There are five shad boats in the North 
Carolina Maritime Museum in Beaufort, including an original Creef boat. 
 
 
 

 
 

Find this activity sheet and others at NCpedia: http://ncpedia.org/ncpedia-fun-activities 
NCpedia article on the Shad Boat: https://ncpedia.org/symbols/boat 
Coloring page: https://www.supercoloring.com/coloring-pages/yawl 


